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PHONE    HUDSON  3-6420 


November  5,  1956. 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director, 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Tort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  November  2nd, 
with  reference  to  my  Gettysburg  Address  broadside. 

In  reply  to  your  question  as  to  whether 
the  broadside  is  for  sale,  I  must  say  that  it  is  not 
at  the  present  time.     I  hare  spent  about  two  months 
doing  ressareh  in  connection  with  it,  and  hare  trie* 
to  find  if  another  copy  is  known.     All  of  the  replies 
I  have  received  to  date  have  been  in  the  negative, 
and  yours  will  probably  be  the  last.     Mr.  David  0. 
Msarns,  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  has  been  most 
helpful  in  suggesting  a  number  of  possible  sources 
where  a  broadside  such  as  mine  might  be  found. 

T©  make  a  very  long  story  short,  my  research 
has  led  me  to  believe  that  my  broadside  may  be  the 
very  one  that  was  sent  t©  David  Wills,  instead  of  a 
manuscript  in  Lincoln's  own  hand,  in  response  to  Wilis 
request  f©r  the  original  manuscript,  the  details  of 
which  I  am  sure  you  know  very  well.     I  feel  that  my 
broadside  was  at  one  time  with  other  Gettysburg  ceme- 
tery papers  belonging  to  Wills,  and  that  the  manuscript 
one  at  the  top  of  my  broadside  indicates  that  it  was 
item  #1  in  this  collection.    I  also  believe  that  the 
SettysHirg  Address  as  printed  in  the  official  Gettysburg 
volume,  or  the  Report  *ti  the  Select  Committee,  was 
taken  directly  from  my  broadside. 

While  I  cannot  send  you  my  broadside  at  this 
time,  I  am  enclosing  herewith  a  photograph  of  the  same. 
You  will  note  that  the  broadside  has  been  mounted,  which 
was  apparently  done  a  number  of  years  ago. 

Any  comments  that  you  would  cars  to  make  will 
be  gratefully  received,  and  I  shall  be  pleased  to  con- 
tact you,  if  you  like,  as  soon  as  I  am  prepared  to  offer 
this  piece  for  sale. 

Sincerely  yours, 

-&  .  -  ^ 


g     /(   <  V  


November  8,  1956 


Mr.  Foster  Cannon 
3  Dupont  Circle 
Washington  6,  D.  C. 

Dear  Mr,  Cannon: 

I  was  delighted  to  have jour  letter  of  November  5  along  with  the 
photograph  of  your  interesting  broadside  which  contains  Lincoln's 
Gettysburg  Address.    I  have  given  this  address  considerable  study 
and  I  have  compared  it  with  the  five  copies  in  Lincoln1 s  hand- 
writing.   I  find  that  it  is  unlike  any  of  the  five.    I  have  also 
compared  your  address  with  that  of  the  copy  taken  down  by  a  news- 
paper reporter  at  the  time  of  the  delivery.    I  find  that  that 
too  is  different  from  your  version. 

At  your  suggestion  I  did  get  out  the  official  Gettysburg  volume 
concerning  the  activities  that  occurred  at  Gettysburg  on  November 
19,  I863  and  I  find  that  your  version  and  that  of  the  Gettysburg 
report  is  the  same. 

I  think  you  have  a  valuable  and  unique  item  and  I  congratulate 
you  upon  acquiring  it.    I  wish  that  I  might  give  you  some  further 
information  concerning  your  broadside,  however  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  we  have  nothing  here  that  would  give  any  further  light  on 
the  matter. 

Yours  sincerely, 


RGM/JA 


Director 


RARE  BOOKS 
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MANUSCRIPTS 


FOSTER  CANNON 


3    DUPONT  CIRCLE 


WASHINGTON    6,    D.  C. 


PHONE    HUDSON  3-6420 


December  13,  1986, 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  MeMurfery,  Hi rector, 
The  Lincoln  national  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Dr.  MeMurtry: 


This  is  to  adviss  you  that  I  expect  to  be 


able  to  offer  my  Gettysburg  Address  broadside  .to  you 
the  early  part  of  next  week,  at  which  time  I  shall 
also  send  a  copy  of  my  new  manuscript  "The  Early 
Manuscripts  of  ths  Gettysburg  Address".    I  feel  that 
this  is  finally  "it",  and  it  should  be  worthy  of 
publication. 


Sincerely  yours, 


RARE  BOOKS 


PAINTINGS 


MANUSCRIPTS 


FOSTER  CANNON 


3    DUPONT  CIRCLE 


WASHINGTON    6.  D. 


C. 


PHONE    HUDSON  3-6420 


A  IF:  MAIL 


December  15,  19  56. 


Dr.  E.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director, 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Dr.  LlcMurtry: 


Th8  time  has  finally  arrived  whan  I  can  offer 


my  apparently  unique  contemporary  broadside  of  the 
Gettysburg  Address,  a  photograph  of  which  you  have  and 
a  complete  description  of  which  I  have  furnished  to  you 
recently.     The  Library  of  Congress  has  decided  not  to 
purchase  this  item,  for  reasons  which  they  have  not; 
disclosed  to  me. 


same  figure  quoted  to  the  Library  of  Congress,  and  at 
which  price  I  shall  offer  it  to  others  -  £7,500.00  net, 
subject  to  prior  sale.     I  realize  that  it  is  very 
difficult  to  place  a  value  on  an  item  such  as  this, 
however  I  do  not  think  that  I  am  out  of  lin9. 


early  manuscripts  of  the  Gettysburg  Address,  I  expect 
to  have  the  manuscript  completed  by  Monday,  and  shall 
send  a  copy  to  both  you  and  Mr.  William  E.  Taylor  of 
the  Lincoln  Herald. 


I  shall  offer  it  to  you,  of  course,  at  the 


Tours  sincerely, 


P.S. 


With  regard  to  my  revised  paper  on  the 


i 


ORATION 


Abraham  Lincoln 


TUB  DEDICATION 


GETTYSBURG  NATIONAL  MILITARY  G 


November  19,  1863. 


X71OURSC0RE  and  seven  years  ago  cur  fathers  brought  forth  upon  this  continent  a  new 
-T  nation,  conceived  in  Liherty.  and  dedieated  to  the  proposition  that  all  men  are  created 
equal. 

Now  we  are  engaged  i"  »  f&  ™*>  *****  whetluM"  tfeat  M*ioa'  01  P8b0B 

so  conceived  and  so  debated,  ean  long  endure.  We  are  met  on  a  great  battle-field  of  that 
war  We  are  met  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  it  as  the  final  resting-place  of  those  who  here 
gave  their  lives  that  that  nation  might  live.  It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper  that  we  should 
do  tins. 

But  in  a  larger  sense  we  cannot  dedicate,  we  cannot  consecrate,  we  cannot  hallow  tins 
.round.  The  brave  men,  living  and  dead,  who  struggled  here  have  consecrated  it  far  above 
our  power  to'  add  or  detract.  The  world  will  little  note  nor  long  remember  what  we  say  here, 
but  it  can  never  forget  what  they  did  here.  It  is  for  us.  the  living,  rather  to  be  dedicated  here 
to  the  unfinished  work  that  they  have  thus  tar  so  nobly  carried  on.  It  is  rather  for  us  to  be 
here  dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining  before  us-that  from  these  honored  dead  we  take 
increased  devotion  to  the  cause  for  which  they  here  gave  the  last  foil  measure  of  devohon- 
that  we  here  highly  resolve  that  the  dead  shall  not  have  died  in  vain:  that  the  nation  .ha  1. 
under  God,-  have  a  new  birth  of  freedom,  and  that  the  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people, 
and  for  tke  people,  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth. 


December  19,  1956 


Mr.  Fbster  Cannon 
3  Dupont  Circle 
Washington  6,  D.  C. 

Dear  Mr.  Cannon: 

I  have  your  letter  of  December  15  offering  for  sale  the  c0ntenrcorary 
broadside  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  for  which  you  are  asking  $7,500-00 
net 

I  regret  to  say  that  I  am  unable  to  consider  the  purchase  of  this  unique 
broadside  due  to  the  fact  that  our  appropriation  is  not  large  enough 
to  purchase  items  of  this  sort. 

Lan5„l00kinS  forvard  to  receiving  your  revised  manuscript  pertaining  to 
the  Gettysburg  Address  and  I  am  pleased  that  you  are  going  to  send  a 
copy  to  Dr.  William  E.  Taylor  at  Lincoln  Memorial  University  for  his 
consideration  as  to  the  publication  of  the  manuscript  in  the  Lincoln 
Herald . 

Hoping  that  you  may  be  able  to  dispose  of  your  broadside  at  an  early 
date,  I  remain, 

Yours  sincerely, 


RGMcMurtry/ch 


Director 


THE  SABLT  MANUSCfflPTS  of  tke 


toy 

?\>8tar  Cannon 


Tha  purpose  of  this  joapar  is  not  to  again  tall  tha 
complete  iJettysbur^  btory,  as  this  had  been  dona  m«any,  many 
times  -.?ith  more  or  laaa  succasa,  but  rather,  it  is  ths 
author*  •  desire  to  of  far  to  the  reader  certain  findings 
and  opinions  which,  it  is  beliavad,  will  change  tha  present 
concept  of  tha  time  ana  place  or  composition  and  actual 
writing  of  tha  Gettysburg  Addrase  in  its  earliest  forms. 

If  wa  ara  to  start  at  tha  beginning  it  will  ba  necessary 
to  turn  back  to  a  day  tiff  oloae  to  tha  l.ith  of  Novambar, 
1  •  -Id.     At  approximately  this  data*  it  is  generally  agraed 
tv:-  t  Abraham  Lincoln  began  to  think  variously  about  tha  "fas 
appropriate  remark** "  ha  was  axpactei  to  make  at  the  dedication 
of  tha  National  Soldi  ara1  Camatery  at  Gettysburg  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  tha  afternoon  of  November  19th. 

It  is  sufficient  for  us  to  know  that  President  Lincoln 
h  d  pre-  *rad,  with  pan  etna  ink,  a  preliminary  manuscript  of 
hie  address  before  ha  laft  for  8ettysburg  at  noon  on  Novam- 
'oar  18th.  This  is  an  accepted  fact  which  does  not  need  to 
be  diluted.  Although  only  ona  of  the  original  two  ehsata 
has  bean  preserved,  we  still  are  fortunate  in  being  able  to 
trace  tha  development  of  the  Stettysburg )f rom  its  conception. 

The  manuscript  about  which  the  author  has  just  spoken 
is  commonly  known  as  the  "First  Draft",  and  it  is  at  present 
on  permanent  display  at  the  Library  of  Congress,  Washington, 
D.C#  (Sea  illustration).    A&  has  been  notad,  only  tha  orig- 
inal first  sheet,  written  in  ink  on  ona  side  only,  has  sur- 
vived, however  a  sacond  and  final  sheet,  ai/iilarly  written 
Oxi  on?  ..ida  only,  but  with  pencil,  concludes  tha  address. 
It  has  be on  thought  by  most  authorities  on  this  subject  that, 
a: tar  Mr.  Lincoln  had  oean  furnished  with  comfortable  lodg- 
I:   i  in  .Hatty^jurg  at  the  home  of  Mr.  David  Wills,  he  spent 
iii03t  of  the  avaning  of  November  18th  rsvising  tha  sacond  pa.-*© 
of  the  address  au  he  had  written  it  while  in  Washington.  It 
is  hare  conceded  that  President  Lincoln  was  no  doubt  revising 
his  first  manuscript  at  the  homa  of  Daviu  Wills  on  the  avan- 
ing of  November  18th,  and  with  pencil,  but  it  Is  the  author* s 
opinion  that  the  President  v/as  not  only  revising  ths  second 
page  of  his  pen  and  ink  manuscript  out  ths  first  page  as 
well.    The  reason  for  this  balief  will  soon  be  obvious. 

A  few  persona  have  contended  that  Abraham  Linooln  not 
only  spent  moot  of  tha  evening  of  tha  18th  revising  ths 
sacond  page  of  his  original  manuscript  but  also  a  part  of 
tha  following  morning.    Among  thasa  was  John  a.  Nioolay,  ona 
of  tha  President1*  private  secretaries.    In  an  article  writ- 
ten i^or.e  thirty  years  latar,  Mr,  Nioolay  said  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  Jdth,  President  Lincoln  finished  the  second 
aga  of  hid  original  manuscript  SlUk  | -.-moil,  however  the 


author  feels  that  John  Nicolay  only  suspected  this  rather 
than  being  certain  that  it  had  actually  happened. 

At  this  point  ths  reader  ie  asked  to  a^ain  examine  the 
Library  of  Congress  "First  Draft",  reproduced  herewith,  and 
decide  if  it  is  logical  to  believe  that  Abraham  Lincoln 
spent  all  of  on 9  evening,  and  possibly  a  part  ox  ths  folios- 
in-  Borninst  raplacin    the  1-st  y^  a~  bis  manuec  ript 

with  another  having  ft  total  of  nine  and  a  half  lines,  plus 
an  additional  three  and  a  half  words  at  the  bottom  of  ths  ■ 
first  "cage.    Ths  author  is  not  ready  to  accept  such  a  belief 4 
especially  in  view  of  what  Mr.  J.  A,  I-eoert,  a  member  of 
Company  B,  Twenty- first  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Cavalry,  had 
to  say  when  questioned  on  this  subject  in  1891: 

"On  ths  morning  of  the  It  th  I  was  detailed  as  orderly  to 
'resident  Lincoln,  who  was  a  £ueat  of  Judge  Fills. 
About  S  A,".,  I  v;<iB  sent  to  the  room  direotly  above 
Judge  Villa's  office,  occupied  by  the  President  at  the 
time.    £•  requested,  me  to  wait  a  few  minutes  until  he 
finished  his  writing,  which  I  found  him  engaged  in  on 
entering  the  rocro.    He  had  several  sheets  of  note  rapar 
in  *ront  of  him  written  in  pencil,  and  several  that  he 
was  lust  finishing.    Both  looked  mors  li*  s  notes  for 
reference  than  articles  for  publication...".  (839  note  #1 

It  seams  quite  certain  now  tf\at  ths  president  spent  the 
evenin    of  November  l?ith,  and  part  of  the  mcmin^  of  hova/.-er 
19th,  oreoarin*  an  entirely  new  version  of  his  address  rather 
than  merely  revising  the  second  page  of  his  original  manu- 
script.   In  fact,  the  author  does  not  believe  that  the  firat  - 
draft  was  tampered  wife  in  any  way  during  President  Lincoln's 
stay  at  Gettysburg. 

If  we  are  to  accent  for  the  present  the  things  that  hats 
been  stated  above,  we  can  s  f  ely  say  that  at  laaat  t^o  com- 
plete manuscripts  of  the  President's  address  v?ere  in  exist  anew 
by  late  morning  of  November  1  th  -  one  written  in  ink  and  the 
other  with    encil.    But  there  is  still  another  school  of 
thought  anions  a  large  group  of  Lincoln  scholars.    These  \  er- 
scns  feel  that  Abraham  Lincoln  carefully  wrote  cut  another 
manuscript,  with  pen  and  ink;,  later  in  the  morainr,  of  November 
1.  th.    This  version  is  uiso  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  on 
permanent  display,  and  is  called  the  "Second  Draft".  (See 
illustration).    If  this  ^ere  true,  we  would  then  have  three 
complete  manuscripts  in  the  possession  of  the  President  at 
the  end  of  the  morning  of  November  13th,  but  this  ie  very 
difficult  to  believe.    For  one  thing,  the  author  has  been 
unable  to  find  a  single  direct  statement  from  anybody  who  ^d 
had  been  on  the  scene  at  the  time  of  the  events  in  question 
to  the  effect  that  Abraham  Lincoln  wrote  even  one  word  of  his 
address  with  pen  and  ink  while  at  Gettysburg.    This  seems  to 
show  definitely  that  the  so-called  "Second  Draft"  wae  written 
after  Mr.  Lincoln's  return  to  ^ashir^ton,  and  further  evidence 
to  support  thia  claim  will  be  given  later.  (See  note  #2). 

We  now  find  Abraham  Lincoln  prepared  to  deliver  his 


address  at  Gettysburg  on  the  afternoon  of  Wovsmber  l^th, 
with  two  manuscripts  in  hie  possession.    It  is  the  author's 
bsliaf  that  the  President  read  from  the  second  pencil 
draft,  and  followed  tha  written  text  closely  but  not  exactly. 
This  conclusion  ie  based  upon  the  fact  that  it  ssema  certain 
that  tha  second  a  ha  at  of  the  Library  of  Songrasa  "Firat 
Draft"  is  actually  tha  aaoond  Sheet  of  tha  pencil  revision, 
and,  consequently,  one  of  the  two  which  President  Lincoln 
held  in  hia  hand  whan  delivering  hia  address,    A  comparison 
with  tha  concluding  portion  of  tha  Report  of  tha  Committed 
to  tha  Govarnor  of  Massachusetts,  which  version  ia  believed 
to  ba  exactly  aa  delivered  by  the  President,  ahows  that  the 
only  important  difference  between  tha  word©  on  this  page 
and  those  in  the  Massachusetts  Oommittaa  report  ia  tha  in- 
clusion of  "under  3od»  in  thia  printed  version,  which  woraa 
do  not  ap  ear  in  tha  nanus criot.    Abraham  Lincoln  no  doubt 
"ad  libbed"  at  this  point  aa  most  authorities  agrae,  (S?e 

Exhibit  a) . 

The  foregoing  is,  It  would  a  earn,  what  happened  to  tha 
at  two  manuscripts  of  the  ^a*ay*^**^- A^4#ea«  address 

while  Preeident  Lincoln  was  in  Gettysburg,  however  there  ia 
.  ore  of  tha  atory  to   >a  told.    It  should  ba  kept  in  mind 
that  when  the  Ohief  Executive  and  hie  party  returned  to 

'-r-  "tor..,  there  were  two  complete  manuscripts  in  tha,  poa- 
oaooion  of  tha  Presidmt  -  the  first,  which  had  bean  written 
in  Washington  bafore  ha  left  for  Gettysburg,  and  the  first 
revision,  written  at  the  David  ^ills  home  during  tha  avan- 
ini  of  November  18th  and  on  the  morning  of  November  Idth. 
The  strain  of  tha  affaire  of  State,  and  the  somewhat  hectic 
trio  to  Gettysburg  at  a  time  when  his  little  son,  Tad,  was 
ill,  had  left  their  marl;  on  Mr.  Lincoln  and  hia  own  health 
was  seriously  affected.    Rt  himself  had  become  a  victim  of 

wm*£  lpox. 

It  was  during  thia  period,  a  few  days  after  his  return, 
that  tha  President  received  a  letter  from  David  Wills, 
(later  Juige  Wills),  who  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  cemetery  affairs  aa  well  a8  person:  1  representative  of 
the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  at  whose  home  Mr.  Lincoln 
ha:  stay ad  -Mle  at  Gettysburg  aa  has  been  mentioned  before, 
asking  for  the  original  manuscript  of  the  address  ao  that 
it  aould  »e  placed  with  other  papera  relating  to  the  ceme- 
tery affairs. 

It  can  readily  be  aeen  that  this  request  reached  Abraham 
Lincoln  at  a  most  unfortunate  time,  but  tha  President  was 
not  to  refuse  similar  requests  from  other  peraona  at  least 
four  snore  times  within  tha  naxt  few  months,  nor  did  he 
intend  to  rafusa  it  now  if  at  all  poesible.    As  sick  aa  he 
was,  he  no  doubt  pondered  over  the  problem  of  which  manu- 
script David  Tills  should  have.    Of  course  Mr.  fills  could 
not  fcfttv  that  there  were  two  manuscripts,  so  his  request 
was  a  difficult  one  to  meat.    The  problem  could  beat  ba 
aolved  by  comb  in  in  i  t*a  t.-.o  manuacripta,  and  it  is  the 
author's  belief  that  Abraham  Lincoln  decided  to  do  just  thia. 


Hs?  wae  not,  however,  aU  all  eatiofiad  rati  the  initial  j.-a^e 
of  Ms  Uret  draft,         he  did  not  *i»h  to  have  it  pubii aha* 
in  thi»  foria,  therefore  the  only  w*y  to  suracuAt  this  ob- 
stacle Mt»  to  attach  the  eaoona  page  of  the  firet  pen  *nd 
ink  araft  te  the  first  p.*ae  of  the  aeeond  pencil  uraa't, 
thereoy  ere* tins  a  Raw  or  composite  manuscript.    A  fa* 
chutes  had  to  be  *aaie  to  conn^t  the  two  undated  ^ee, 
but  this  wa»  not  too  difficult  to  uo,  and  »  version  vary 
clc63  to  the  ©no  actually  .1  slivered  at  Gettyfcfctfrs  waa  bom. 

Although  the  Presi**iit  was  probably  *iuite  satisfied 
with  that  which  ha  h,.,    JcoKplisheu,  he  knew  that  hie  work 
SmS  not  yet  co^leted,  and  ho  did  not  fa  si  equal  to  the 
tedious  task  o.r  neatly  oc?:>yin«*  hi.*  nswly  erected    r*  in- 
ch! Id.    The  author  believes  th*t  it  wk*  here  that  Mr.  Lin- 
coln  decided  to  furaieh  fiavld  Wille  with  a  printed  copy  of 
Ms  composite  r^iUb«ript#  the  r**ult  o'   tMis  deoieicn 
vary  ^os&isly  the  bro*  ,eide  recently  acquired  by  the  author, 
cf  which  thare  appear*  tc       nr.  ether  aopy  known,        e  il- 
lustration),   H  U  broadaide  version  agreee  exactly  with 
tho  text  aa  printau  ft*  the  official  •ettyshurg  volume  ay 
th»  State  of  Pennsylvania  early  in  16 &*,  and  which  was 
tvken  fro«  copy  furnished  by  Bavid  Villa*    There  are  still 
so&e  who  believe  that  Abraham  Lincoln  furnished  David  Wills 
with  a  manuecript  copy  of  hi*  addrees,  however  Mr*  79111ft  i» 
rei ortsd  to  havo  stated  that  that  whieh  ha  had  received  waa 
act  in  the  ?reai^ent»s  heJMiwritin&,    It  therefore  beao&ee 
logical  to  believe  that  the  eorapoaita  t*anuscript  waa  t;p*ar- 
ently  used  as  ooi  y  for  the  printing  of  the  broadaidef  af  tar 
which  it  Wrta  returned  to  the  President  and  employed  in  <  re- 
t  ariug  »sta-4h»»tfs»s  the  manuscript  heretofore  raferrad  to 
uo  the  Library  ft  Congress  "Seocnd  £r*ft,  a*  Kill  be  wore 
fully  described  shortly* 

As  for  the  firat  page  of  the  original  pan  and  ink  draft, 
and  the  second  page  of  the  revised  pencil  ir-ut,  which  re- 
...  inea  as  •orphans**  ufc  it  &ere»  ^Xter  the  era  ••tier,  of  the 
•Oftfejtite  .'..^^crij.t  nctat;  .  >ove,  it  ie  tho  author^  opinion 
that  the  saaie  thin&  in  reverse  s£i  aone  «ith  these  pages 
^ot*  %L>*  l.ter  «»t  tha  request  of  John  Kay,  Preeldent  Lin* 
aoln*a  other  private  eecrsUry,  <vh©  eventually  beaame  the 
owner  of  these  two  ehoete,    TMb  seoond  oossoeito  ffianuaoript 
ie  the  Library  of  Congress  "Firat  Drui't*,    The  author  faals 
confident  th^t  ali&ost  an  entire  eentanoe  was  neoeeearily 
left  out  through  the  atto&pt  to  join  the&a  two  pagaa  together. 

With  further  reference  to  the  Library  of  Congreae  "Seoond 
Craft",  v<hioh  soeje  echol.tre  believe  waa  written  at  ftettyaburg 
late  during  the  corning  of  lofjajMf  litHj  it  is  no*  tho 
nnthorU  opinion  that  Abraham  Lincoln  u*9d  both  the  fir»t  and 
«>wootiJ  oo^  owite  eianuseriptft  to  frepare  this  new  version, 
which  was  to  serve  as  Mr.  Lincoln  •a  model  for  the  four  name* 
aoripts  he  ^ould  be  called  upon  to  writ*  in  the  very  near 
future*    The  worda  "under  Sod"  do  not  appear  in  the  Library 
■  1   ::  .  .....r vc,3..tnj\         't",  he  f ^var  t.h-^y  v. are  •;<>ir.  included 

in  all  subsa-iuant  versions*    The  author  oelievea  that  the 


■"lr«t  aompoaita  vtnuao vi~t,  wMoh  appsara  to  hava  baan  uaaa 
|i  copy  for  t*a  printing  of  th*  broai.ai'ia,  w*a  ftMSOtfl  by 
t,s  •»  Praal'iant  to  a  n«w  unknown  paraon  afrtar  it  had  f»»rv«H 

it i  $*9§m*t  till  ll  now  nt» iiifi  t©  It  io»t. 

Tha  autv  •••  ••  -     -IV-  xh-A  Yui         h  oonai.lara'»l* 

tiffioulty  in  arriving  at  a  aatiaf  aatory  aolutlon  to  thi* 

fVU-'^,    i*,  im-  i,*3ti  hia  ©aiiaf  for  «o»*  tima  that  vary 
iittia  v»i*«  aotu-.lly  known  about  tha  aarly  iaanu»oript»  of  tha 
Sattyenurf  *Wra*a,  and  thai  that  whioh  was  anoaptad  aa  oain* 
oorraet  was  not  n»oawa.*rUy  oaaaa  m.on  fast,  m%,  in  **any 
inetanoaa,  upon  tract! ulon  only.    If  tha  raaaar  ahoul4  ba 
a,  *-UUn-;  to  aooapt   my  or  all  of  tha  Ifttfi  Ffi»U»i  «M«I 

.■r.-      ;afi  upon  30T,  -.i  .  >r.*>l  >  r*aaaroh  m.  khousht,  it  la  tha 
author*  a  MM  that  thin  papar  will  at  laaat  op  an  naw  avanusa 
tl  ajprproaoh  for  historian*  of  tha  /titura, 

Thia,  than,  i«  tha  story  o-C  th*  s-  <riy  *nuao*«ii>t» 
th»  ^Vi/.,,^-;    Adaftf*  Ml  II*  -,.athor  owiitfw  it  fcftffM§#« 
H  it  i  part  of  a  aontiar^ul  and  inspiring  story  of  ona  o  *  tha 
§?aat  JVJntw  .In  hi a tor y* 

*  #  *  *  • 

Hot*  U>    Mr.  J.  A.  Raoart1*  fitwt  arrant  of  lh*l  has  *#* 
™!  ■     /  ir,  ;«i  l-TTTS   IHG  tv;  \-%    ?  trfcft 

:.   r-inv:iohui*i.,   bho  loln^aon  'rtMj  Ml  Mtffci  Uw|« 

It ota  Ifc    In  a  let  tar  fraa  Mr.  Ciarano*  1».  Hay  to  R*v. 
r.  TT?  Iohaal ,  author  of  tha  above  want? <    v  •  ••  '--a  ^ 
fca  ranronu**d  thariHn,  it  i»  atatad  in  parti  ■4»  to  tha  othar 

tuaoript  (tha  binary  of  Corner  an*  •flaaond  Draft*)  I  am  not 
,;iu'3   r  -m  v  Jt  y-.t  .-v,      it.         *  tva  -to  vaeord,  an-.:  I 

•aanot  gat  paaitiv*  -information  on  tfci*  point,    I  ha*a  opticas 
with  Mia*  Kal  an  Hioolay  ana  Mr,  Robert  Lin  join,   -n  ♦  it  is 
ci-f  jart^iin  that  tha  oopy  waa  na««  aftar  Ur.  Lincoln1  a 
r a turn  from  ^stt/aburg...-. 


( OO^Y) 


aip  i;ail 


!V.   "ill  i  .m  5.  Taylor,  Editor, 
Lincoln  Herald, 

c/o  Lincoln  Memorial  University, 
Harrogate,  Tennessee. 

Dear  Dr.  Taylor: 


As  aayas  inevitable,  I  have   iiaW y<  A 


errors  in  my  manuscript  "The  Sarly  Manuscripts  o?  the 
Gettysburg  Address"  which  ehoulu  to  corrected,  aa  fel- 
lows: 

(1)  On  page  #||  iri9t  line  of  the  first  para- 
graph, insert  the  words  *»ome  of"  between 
"in"  ftatf  "its". 

(-)  On  ;-.ava  #a#  8 acomi  line  of  the  next  to 
the  last  paragraph,  remove  the  words  "at 
least"  between  "that"  and  "two". 

(3)  On  page  #3,  twelfth  line  from  the  top  of 
the  page,  ins art  the  word  "almost1  between 
"he"  and  "exactly". 

(4)  On  page  #5#  fourth  line  from  the  bottom 
of  ths  second  paragraph,  remove  the  words 
"any  or"  *>3tw9«i  "accept"  and  "all", 

,P:,r-aps  1  8houl<i  mention  that  I  shall  be  out 
)f  the  city  from  B§n»»l»f  S4th  to  Deo  amber  2?th. 


Yours  sincerely, 


Copy  to  Dr.  E,  Gerald  McMurtr/. 


EXHIBIT  A  HAS  ISSN  PREPARED  IN  AN  EFFORT  TO  SHOW  THE  FIRST 
PEN  AND  INK  DRAFT,  AS  WELL  AS  THE  REVISE  PENCIL  DRAFT, 
RESTORED  TO  THEIR  ORIGINAL  FORM.    THE  AUTffOR  BELIEVE  THAT 
THE  WOBDIN©  OF  THESE  TWO  MANUSCRIPTS  AS  GIVEN  BELOW  IS 
ALMOST  EXACTLY  THAT  AS  ORIGINALLY  WRITTEN  BY  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
A  SMALL  VERTICAL  LINE  IS  DISPLAYED  AT  THE  POINT  WHERE  THEY 
WERE  SEPARATED,  AS  DESCRIBED  EARLIER  IN  THIS  PAPER.  FOR 
COMPARISON,  THE  VERSION  AS  REPORTED  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS,  WHICH  IS  BELIEVED  TO  BE  PRECISELY  THAT  AS 
SPOKEN  BY  PRESIDENT  LINCOLN,  IS  ALSO  &IVEN. 


Original  First  Draft  In  Ink  -  (restored)  Four  score 

Qri  "in- Second  "Draft  with>snojl  -  (restored).  Fourscore 
Version  reported  to  Governor  of  Mkasaofrusatts. .  Four  score 

and  oeven  years  ago  our  fathers  Drought  forth,  upon  thie 
and  seven  years  ago  our  fathers  brought  forth  upon  this 
and  fceven  years  ago,  our  fat  hare  brought  forth  upon  thie 

continent,  a  new  nation,  conceived  in  liberty,  and  dedicated 
continent  i  now  nation,  conceived  in  Liberty,  and.  dedicated 
continent  a  new  nation,  conceived  in  liberty  and  dedicated 

to  the  proposition  that  •all  men  are  created  equal-.  Now 
to  th3  proposition  that  all  men  are  created  equal.  Now 
to  the  proposition  that  all  men  are  created  equal.  Now 

we  are  engaged  in  a  ^rsat  civil  war,  testing  whether  that 
we  are  engaged  in  a  great  civil  war,  tee tins  whether  that 
we  are  engaged  in  a  great  civil  war,  testing  whether  that 

nation,  or  any  nation  so  conceived,  and  so  dedicated,  can 
nation,  or  any  nation  so  conceived  and  so  dedicated,  can 
nation — or  any  nation  so  conceived  and  so  dedicated — can 

long  endure.  We  are  met  on  a  great  battle  field  of  that 
long  endure.  We  are  met  on  a  great  battle-field  of  that 
long  endure.    We  are  met  on  a  great  battle-field  of  that 

war.    We  have  come  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  it,  as  a  final 
war.    We  are  met  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  it  as  the  final 
war.    We  are  met  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  it  as  the  final 

resting  place  for  those  who  died  here,  that  the  nation  might 
resting-place  of  those  who  here  gave  their  lives  that  that 
rss ting-place  of  those  who  have  eivsn  their  lives  that  that 

live.    This  we  may,  in  all  propriety   .o.    But,  in  a  larger 
nation  might  live.    It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper 
nation  mi^it  live.    It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper 

sense,  we  can  not  dedicate— we  can  not  consecrate— we  can 
that  we  should  do  this.    But  in  a  larger  sense  w«  cannot 
that  we  should  do  this.    But  in  a  larger  sense,  we  cannot 


BIT  A 


-3- 


not  hallow,  this  around- The  brave  men,  l&gfl  ®n+v?«  * 
dedicate,  w)  cannot  consecrate,  we  cannot  hallow  this 
dedicate,  v*  cannot  ooneecrats,  wa  cannot  hallow,  wis 

who  struggled  hare,  hare  halloaed  it,  far  above  our  poor 

ground.    The  brave  men,  living  and  dead,  who  struggled 

power  to  add  or  extract.    The  world  will  little  no  to.  nor 
her©  have  consecrated  it  far  above  our  powar  to  aad  or 
here,  have  consecrated  it,  far  above  our  power  to  add  or 

Ion*  Itllrtlf  what  00  aay  haro;  while  it  can  never  forget 
detract.    Th©  world  will  littlo  note  nor  long  rememoer 
datrtct.    65  world  will  vary  littlo  OOtO  nor  long  romombor 

what  thoy  did  here.    It  If  rathar  for  us.  th© 

what  we  Jay  har©,  but  it  can  never  forgat  what  they  did  hare. 

what  we  *ay  hlrl]  but  it  can  nev3r  forgat  what  t*ey  aid  hero, 

stand  h©r©.|d©dicatad  to  the  unfinished  work  that  th ay  hava 
It  is  for  us.  the  living,  rather  to  be  dedicated  hera  to  tho 
It  15  for  Z;  tho  living  rathar  to  be  dedicated,  hero,  to  the 

thus  far  so  nobly  carried  on.    It  is  rather  for  us  to  bo  v*r© 
unfinished *4X  that  they  have  thus  far  so  nobly  carried  o, 
unfinished  work  that  thay  hava  ft**  far  so  nobly  carried  on. 

dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining  b afore  us- that  :rom 
it  is  rather  for  us  to  be  hare  dedicated  to  the  grsat  task 
It  io  mthar  for  u*  to  be  here  dodiuaW  to  the  groat  task 

these  honored  dead  we  take  increased  devotion  to  llMI  ***** 
remaining  before  us-that,  from  these  honored  dead  we  **f 
remaining  bsf  or©  us;  that  from  these  honored  dead  we  tales 

for  which  they  here  Sava  the  last  full  *oaouro  of  ^avot ion- 
increased  uevotion  to  that  cause  for  which  they  hare,  ,we 
inc  leased  devotion  to  that  OOltOO  for  which  thay  here  tafO 

that  we  hare  highly  rasolva  that  the  dead  shall  not  hava 
the  last  full  measure  of  devotion- that  we  hero  UfMf 
tho  last  full  measure  of  devotion;  that  we  here  highly 

died  in  vain;  that  the  nation  shall,  under  God,  have  a  now 
resolvo  these  dead  shall  not  have  died  in  vain;  that  the 
resolve  that  theea  dead  shall  not  hava  died  in  vain;  that  tho 

birth  of  freedom,  and  that  the  ^vornmont  of  th  J  Pjoplo.  by 

nation,  shall  havo  a  new  birth  of  freedom,  and  that 

SatioS  shall,  under  dod.  have  a  new  birth  of  freedom,  and  that 

tho  people,  and  for  the  people,  shall  not  perish  from  the 
of  the  people  by  tho  people  for  tho  people,  shall  not  perish 
government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  tha  people. 


earth. 

from  thd  sarth. 

Bhall  not  perish  from  th©  aarth. 


RARE  BOOKS 


PAINTINGS 


MANUSCRIPTS 


FOSTER  CANNON 


3    DUPONT  CIRCLE 


WASHINGTON    6.    D.  C. 


PHONE    HUDSON  3-6420 


January  2,  19  57. 


Dr.  R.  herald  *'c?:urtry,  Director, 
The  Lincoln  National  Lifs  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Hear  Cr.  :ic':urtry: 


Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of  December 


36th.     I  appreciate  your  giving  me  the  names  of  three 
possible  prospects  for  my  Gettysburg  Address  broadside, 
I  have  already  contacted  the  Illinois  State  Historical 
Library  but,  unfortunately,  I  do  not  have  the  address  of 
Oscar  3.  Ointas.    I  shall,  however,  write  to  Cornell 
University. 


persons,  probably  including  you  also,  feel  that  the  price 
I  have  placed  upon  my  broadside  is  somewhat  high.  Al- 
though I  personally  feel  that  my  figure  is  not  out  of 
line  for  so  important  an  item,  I  have  decided  to  adjust 
the  selling  price  at  this  time  before  making  further 
contacts.     Therefore,  as  of  now,  I  am  prepared  to  offer 
my  broadside  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  at  *5,G00.C0. 


probably  will  not  be  of  particular  interest  to  you,  how- 
ever I  do  v.rant  you  to  know  of  the  reduction. 


It  has  become  apparent  to  me  that  certain  other 


I  gather  from  your  recent  letters  that  this 


Sincerely  yours, 


RARE  BOOKS 


PAINTINGS 


MANUSCRIPTS 


FOSTER  CANNON 

3    DUPONT  CIRCLE 
WASHINGTON    6.    D.  C. 

Phone  Hudson  3-6420 


October  11,  1958. 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  I-.lcMurtry, 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  'h'i 

i .  ^  a  r  i  r .  ivj  c  i  *»  u  r  Tj  x  y  ■ 

enclosed  herewith  you  will  find  a  copy  of  a 
letter,  dated  October  3th,  which  was  seat  jointly  to 
Mr.  01yd e  tf»  Walton  and  Mr,  GarLd  0.  Mearns.    Tou  will 
also  find  a  copy  of  an  article  I  wrote  about -four  months 
ago  concerning  the  Illinois  State  Historical  library 
manuscript  of  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address.     Copies  of 
tve  letter  and  article  hare  also  been  sent  to  Mr.  ICsnry 


Tnese  two  items  £ire  th3  results  of  two 
years  of  study  into  the  manuscripts  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address.    I  hare  no  idea  what  your  reaction  felftfct  be, 
but  in  any  erent  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you. 

It  may  interest  you  to  learn  that  the  Library 
of  Congress  has  very  recently  acquired  my  Gettysburg 
Address  broadside. 

Sincerely  yours  > 

P  #  d ,    I  hav e  not  s  c  n  t  pi iO  t o £ r aphs  of  th © 
first  and  second  drafts,   the  Illinois  State  Historical 
Library  manuscript,  or  the  Official  ^ennsylrania  rersion, 
as  called  for  in  my  article,  for  time  reason  that  I  an 
sura  /cy;  v  .--e  •        jlro  r.?  tvr<>-  itsi-.s  or.  hand  for 
reference.    Of  course  you  will  note  that  ay  article  on 
the-  Illinois  State  historical  Library  manuscript  was 
written  before  I  decided  that  the  so-called  second  draft 
must  hare  been  composed  after  Lincoln's  return  to  Trash- 
i&gtom. 


(COPT) 


October  8,  1»98. 


Mr.  Clyde  C.  Walton, 
Illinois  Stats  Historical  Library, 
Cantennial  Building, 
Springfield,  Illinois. 

and 

Mr.  David  C.  Msarns, 
Chief  of  Manuscript  Division, 
Th3  Library  of  Congress, 
Washington  25,  D.C, 

G  an  tier.)  en: 

I  hava  come  to  tha  conclusion  that  I  hare  dona  all 
I  can  with  the  manuscripts  of  Lincoln1  *  Gettysburg  Addrsss, 
tharsfore  I  would  lika  to  put  into  writing  the  story  of 
t tee a a  manuscripts  as  it  now  appears  to  me  after  a  final 
surray  of  the  material  I  hare  gatharad  concerning  this 
natter. 

(1)  I  balieve  that  t^a  Library  of  Congress  first 
draft  was  writtan,  in  whole  or  in  part,  a  day 
or  two  bafora  Abraham  Lincoln  left  for  Gettys- 
burg; I  also  believe  that  some  notes  ware  made 
by  Lincoln  on  tha  train,  between  Washington, 
O.C.,  and  Gettysburg  -  this  in  spite  of  John 
Nicolay* s  statement  to  tha  contrary;  and  again 
to  contradict  Nicolay,  the  evidence  points  to 
the  fact  that  the  second  shaat  of  the  first 
draft  was  written  sometime  during  the  evening 
of  November  18,  1805  -  not  on  the  morning  of 
November  I-  th. 

(2)  I  am  convinced  that  the  Illinois  State  Historical 
Library  manuscript  was  written  on  the  morning  of 
the  ISth,  at  the  time  Nicolay  thought  the  first 
draft  was  being  completed;  John  Kay's  description 
of  hie  activities  during  the  evening  of  November 
18th,  at  Gettysburg,  as  contained  in  hie  diary, 
very  clearly  shows  why  Nicolay  could  not  comment 
upon  Lincoln1 s  activities  during  this  period, 
however  we  do  leam  from  others  who  were  in  a 
better  position  to  know,  that  Lincoln  was  working 
on  his  address  at  this  time.    I  feal  that  Or, 
William  E,  Barton,  in  his  book  "Lincoln  at  Gettys- 
burg", has  Lincoln  writing  the  so-called  second 


Mr,  Walton  and  Mr.  Mearns, 

draft  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  becauss  he, 
too,  could  »ot  reconcile  Moolay's  statement  - 
however,  tee  offers  vary  little  to  justify  hie 
claim,    OtKsr  than  the  in format ion  contained 
in  my  reoent  article  on  the  Illinois  State 
Historical  Library  manuscript,  it  ie  inter- 
esting to  note  tint  of  ten  persons  who  were 
present  during  the  address,  and  later  gave 
their  recollections  (see  Barton1  s  "Lincoln  at 
Gettysburg"),  on©  stated  tr  t  Lincoln  kad  no 
manuscript,  five  ramersbered  seeing  only  one 
sheet  of  paper  in  hie  hand,  three  thought  there 
were  two  sheets,  and  one  gave  the  number  as 
either  two  or  t fere 3.    As  we  can  see,  core 
9  arsons  remembered  Lincoln  with  one  sheet  of 
payer  in  mis  hand  than  with  any  other  number. 
Of *  course,  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library 
manuscript  is  the  only  early  ons  written  on  one 
sheet  of  paper  only1. 

(3)  I  sj|  confident  that  the  so-called  second  draft 
was  written  shortly  after  Lincoln's  return  to 
fnshlngton,  r.t  t>e  tlftm  of  David  nils'  written 
request  for  the  original  manuscript.    I  feel 
that  Lincoln  was  jre  itly  annoyed  when  nili 

'  •  '  v  it  Ins  PrssJ  li  t  •.. -;•  ?a4  nls  ••rtiftsmti 
to  the  manuscript}  this,  in  my  opinion,  is  the 
r?a*?on  wmy  Lincoln  did  not  send  his  reading  copy 
to  wills.    The  so-called  l#t#md  draft  ie,  I  now 
believe,  Lincoln* s  atter^t  to  '0  the  thing  des- 
cribed by  Mcolay  in  his  1894-  article  in  n,.  tnry 

•    ,  t--       +      »— r  ;  T  is  direction,  thsre- 
fore,  hi^  secretaries  made  copies  of  the  Assoc- 
iated T>ress  report  aa  it  vms  printed  in  several 
prominent  newspapers.    Comparing  these  with  his 
own  original  draft,  and  v.ith  his  own  fresh 
recollection  of  the  form  in  which  he  delivered 
it,  he  mads  a  a.sw  autograph  copy  -  a  oareful 
and  deliberate  revision  -  which  has  become  the 
standard  and  authentic  It  would  api  ear 

that  T,incol»  did  not  quite  complete  his  project 
before  giving  it  up  and  deciding  not  to  send 
any  maausorlpt  to  David  Fill  ,    ^    I    call  think 
t •••"->. t  he  ^re*e-ftt2d  this  unfinished  manuscript  to 
John  Hay*  very  shortly  after  it  had  been  written, 
but  witstftt  Nioolay'a  knowledge  -  Ins  latter 
evidently  believing  that  this  "revised  autograph 
copy"  had  indeed  been  sent  to  Wills!  fhen 
Nicolay  tried  to  compare  the  version  of  this 
•revisad  autograph  copy"  with  the  first  draft 
and  the  Associated  Press  report,  in  his  article, 
he  was  unaware  of  its  whereabouts  at  that  tiras 
and  used,  instead,  f**j  final  version  as  jaade 
expressly  by  Lincoln  to  be  sold  at  the  Baltimore 
1.  '•  i.ry  P*if% 

(4)  I  believe  that  the  so-called  Edward  Everett  - 


Mr,  Walton  and  Mr.  Mearas, 

fagt  #3. 

Kayee  -  Illinois  Stata  Historical  Library 

■ori  t  wai  |t!L  *  M^f      13  to  ttll  Blu- 
ett's request •    My  reasons  for  feeling  as  I 
io  are  sot  fort)1!  in  detail  in  my  recent 
article  on  this  particular  subject,  and 
supplemented  in  th9  paragraph  designated  (2) 
in  this  letter, 

(5)  As  for  the  last  two  naiiuacripta,  I  do  not 
baliere  that  anyone  can  question  that  tfcay 
were  made  to  fill  a  revest  fro*  George  Ban- 
croft, acting  for  the  Baltimore  Sanitary  fair, 
and  were  written  in  March,  13 Si. 

*         *         i  * 

As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  the  opinions  I  hare  eat 
forth  abore  will  be  my  final  ones  with  regard  to  the  Gettys- 
burg Address  Manuscripts.    X  hate  had  to  ohange  some  of  my 
ideas  from  time  to  time  during  the  past  two  years#  but  I 
think  this  is  to  be  expected  in  attempting  to  scire  so 
difficult  a  problem.    Whether  or  not  I  have  offered  suffi- 
cient eridenoe  to  warrant  a  change  of  opinion  from  you  two 
gentlemen,  and  others,  remains  to  be  seen. 


Sincerely  yours, 


TliS  MANUSQPIPT  Of  THE  GETTYSBUBG  ADDRESS 

by 

Fester  Cannon 

The  title  of  thia  article  may  stem  vague  and  misleading 
to  thoae  who  realise  that  there  are  fire  known  manuscripts  of  the 
Gettysburg  Address  in  Abraham  Lincoln's  handj  however,  in  speaking 

of  the  rac.ruscript  of  any  address,  one  would  ininediately  think  of 
that  Fhich  the  orator  had  used  to  read  from  or  refer  to  during  the 
delivery  of  hie  speech,  if  that  speech  had  bean  prepared  in  advance. 

This  would  be  a  nerral  association,  and  it  is  with  thi»  in  mind 
that  the  author  will  chow,  beyond  any  reasonable  doubt,  that  one  of 
the  five  recorded  manuscripts  of  the  Gettysburg  Addrass,  hitherto 
mnsuspacted  of  being  in  so  important  a  role,  was  Lincoln1*  reusing 
copy  at  Gettysburg  o*  the  ai*  te raooij  of  November  IB9  1C 76 • 

The  manuscript  in  question  is  in  the  collection  of  the 
Illinois  State  Historical  Library,  the  precious  gift  of  a  lar-e 
group  of  scViooi  children,  aided  by  Marshall  Field.  Unfortunately, 
it  is  not         .-"uily  appreciated.    It  is  the  author hope  that  this 
article  will  place  it  in  its  proper  position  as  one  of  the  most 
important  and  valuable  documents  relating  to  American  history, 
(8©e  Exhibit  C) . 

Before  we  go  further  into  this  matter,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  say  a  few  words  about  the  two  earlier  manuscript* ,  which  are  on 
permanent  display  at  the  Library  of  Congress,  and  which  are 
described  as  the  »rirst  nraft«  and  the  "Second  Draft".  (See 
Exhibits*  Aft  B).     Theae  extremely  important  items  were  once  in  the 
possession  of  John  Hay,  one  of  President  Uncoils  secretaries. 
The  "Second  Draft"  has  long  been  considered  Lincoln's  reading  copy, 
but  on  insufficient  evidence. 


let  us  now  carefully  examine  two  letters  which  oontaia  in 
themselves  virtually  all  of  the  informatioa  required  to  baok  up 
the  claim  herein  advanced.    One  lstter  was  written  by  th» 
Honorable  Tdwari  Svsrstt  to  President  Abraham  iinoola  on  January 
30,  1864,  and  the  oth3r  is  Lincoln^  reply  to  Everett,  dated 
February  4th,    Portions  of  each  letter         pert in  v\t,  to  the 
problem  at  hand  hate  b3«?a  purposely  omitted.    These  letters 
follo^,  i~.  th-;  ord^r  na-tio*ad  above: 

n — x  ba-.-a  proiai^d  to  rjive  the  manuscript  of  ray  address 
to  Mrs ♦  Governor  *iah  of  New  York,  who  is  at  tha  haad  of  the 
Dallas'  Commit  tea  of  the  Metropolitan  fair.    It  v.'oul.d  add  greatly 
to  its  Value  if  I  coul  1  bind  no  with  i*.  the  r/v-u*oript  your 
dedicatory  reworks,  if  you  happen  to  have  preserved  it, — 

To  thi«  recjuost  ^rsni  l?»  At  T,ir>oo3n  replied; 

•Tours  of  January  50th  fftl  received  four  days  a  ;o;  — I 
sead  herewith  the  manuscript  of  ray  remarks  at  Gettysburg,  which, 
with  my  rota  to  you  of  November  30th,  you  are  at  liberty  to  use 
for  the  benefit  of  our  soldiers,  as  you  hare  requested. 

Now  let  us  carefully  aaa)yze  these  t*;o  letters,    ti  !!• 
first  place,  Edward  'Everett  said  that  he  had  promised  to  ciTe  the 
manuscript  of  his  address  to  Mrs.  Governor  ri*h.  though  we 

did  not  have  definite  proof  that  he  di&  give  to  the  Metropolitan 
Fair  the  lengthy  manuscript  he  had  used  at  Gettysburg j  we  woulA 
naturally  assure  that  this  was  what  he  referred  to  in  his  letter 
of  January  SCth,    tit*  this  in  mind  ws  find  that  sverett  alfcc 
said;        It  would  add  very  greatly  to  its  value  if  I  could  bind 
up  with  it  the  manuscript  of  your  remarks,  if  you  happen  to  have 
preserved  it. — Is  aot  the  meaning  of  this  sentence  very  clear? 
Edward  Everett  apparently  realised  that  tha  manuscript  of  hie  owe 


oration  at  Gettysburg  would  not  bring  very  cinch  money  at  a  sale 

if  offered  alone,  but  bound  with  the  one  that  the  President  had 
use a  at  the  same  event,  Mr,  Sverett  felt  that  his  own  manuscript 
woul K  be  considered  mors  desirable,  and  therefore  help  to 
stimulate  the  bidding,  because  of  the  association.    We  will  al©o 
mots  that  Everett  added  a  proviso  at  the  3nd  of  thi*  I'aet  eentencs 
which,  to  repeat,  reads:  * — if  you  happen  to  hare  preserved  it. —  •. 
In  other  .  ?d  ,  he  hoped  that  President  Lincoln  would  be  able  to 
fill  hie  request,  or  at  least  let  hitt  know  if  he  vrere  unable  to  do  so. 

Jow  re  .Till  turn  to  Abraham  Lincoln's  reply,  and  also 
analyse  it.    The  part  that  interests  us  most  consists  of  only  a  few 
words :        I  send  herewith  the  manuscript  of  ny  remarks  at  Gettysburg—  ■ 
Mere  we  have  th,>  president  ar.sv/eriris  in  identical  language  to  that 
in  "dwari  •"•/crctt's  r^iuest.    Lincoln  -"I'.lly   t.  ^ewtood  v'hat  Everett 
wanted,  and  ^varatt  knavr  exactly  what  he  had  received  from  Lincoln, 
there  --ere  :••->  'jualif yin£  words  in  ?!r .  Lincoln's  reply  -  no  explaining 
that  he  had  not  preserved  the  manuscript  and,  therefore,  was  forced 
to  send  a  c-py,  especially  vrritt-m  to  .'Mil  dr.    V.e^ett's  request. 
This  %M  what  moat,  If  not  all,  Li  a  coir,  scholars  -Tould  have  us  believe 
act ua  1 1  y  h ap  a s as d '. 

It  Si  necessary  that  we  no«r  see  how  thin  t^srd  >-,•  au^cript 
fits  into  the  actual  Ssttysburj  picture.    Unf ortWWrttlj' j  an  exact 
word  for  word  recording  0?"  Lincoln's  ad  areas  i.»  not  >-a  "»•--•/,  to  ».xist  - 
in  fact,  no  two  coat etsperary  versions  seera  to  be  identical.  T^erafors 
the  author  Has  chosen  to  show  a  photograph  of  hia  own  unique, 
contemporary  broadside  printing  o*  the  Official  Pennsylvania  version 
which  is  probably  as  near  to  the  President's  own  spoken  words  as 
anything  that  could  be  reproduced.    (See  Exhibit  D) . 

While  there  is  no  con temporary  information  to  tell  us  whioh 


of  the  library  of  Congress  manuscript s  appeared  first,  the  Yery 
mature  of  thsm  would  indicate  that  th?  "hirst  Praf t "  "      i  .  ".a  ^ 
first,  and  the  B8eooad  Draft"  was  aext,  followed  by  the  third, 
or  Illinois  State  Historical  library  manuscript,  in  which  we  are 
primarily  lattyffctd«    It  will  not  be  necessary  to  say  much  .-.bout 
the  f ire t  manuscript,  as  the  reader  will  sea  at  ones  that  in  its 
present  fern,  hating  the  flret  sheet  in  ink  and  the  second  in 
pencil,  with  thi  letter  '^successfully  attache'!  to  the  forrer,  it 
was  not  satisfactory  in  n;ar.y  respects.    For  was  President  Lincoln 
kirns  elf  satisfied  with  this  first  manuscript,    W§  know  that  he 
revised  it  considerably  and  t r  •;  . • r.  t :.  it;  vcir  ;r(      rir  ■  t'-e 
process,  ho  o:  itted  tvo  rcris  in  error,  repeated  cne  alec  by 
mistake,  H...A  i  corp.  crat#d  into  it  firs  v.crds  which  he  soon 
replaced  with  others  t1v  t  '      originally  appeared  in  tiki  first 
manuscript.    Whether  these  five  words  wore  fkakgwd  irace  iiately 
after  the  second  n?  an  us  crip  t  was  written,  or  just  before  the  thirl 
was  per/.';e  :>,  we  will  probably  aerer  know.    It  ||  certain,  however, 
that  tMs     MCf r  1  ;.  /u*.  oript,  as  we  r,cv  33  e  it,  ■■:  \&  tv  a  .  '  :  lei  used 
in  vriti:     the  third  manuscript.    The  ac  t  I  ..-ort'.-nt  addition  to 
tke  third  manuscript,  which  is  not  in  the  corrected  second 
manusc  ilpt,  are  the  words  "under  God",  wMc>  v-         the  >f'iret 

time  i?   any  of  tv3  a;  .ra  if  -  or  i  -  t  s  ;  h' a aa  •■*r,  V'  ess  t"  ~   '  "  v  .1 "  do  appear 
la  erery  known  printing  of  the  address  immediately  after  it  was 
delivered.    Most  scholars  cov.tea-;.  that  preside**  Lincoln's  rsadlaf 
copy  at  G3ttysbura  was  the  second  manuscript  in  it?,  original  fcrm, 
before  the  firs  c1  an'-ss  •  eaorihr  •  ahove,  and  that  the  two  a  or  a; 
"under  God"  vers  spoken  during  a  jior.ent  of  intense  inspiration. 
This  makes  r.  very  i»te resting  story,  but  there  are  to  facts  to 
back  up  this  assertion.    Is  it  not  easier  to  »v-i  th  t  V  3 


5 

Pre*  Meat  read  the  words  that  were  there,  rather  than  to  think 
thut  he  plucked  then  out  of  the  air? 

The  author  would  like  to  point  out  one  more  iastanes 

where  ■  certain  reading  appears  in  oae  of  the  contemporary 
reports  as  well  ae  ia  the  third  taanusoript,  but  is  not  in  either 
of  the  first  two,    ffhile  the  wording  may  wot  be  e>mot,  there  can 
be  no  question  but  that  the  report  came  r*ron  only  one  source  - 
the  third  Manuscript*    TMt  version,  which  appeared  in  at  least 
two  new spa  e*v ,  the  Philadelphia  "Inquirer*  and  the  Gettysburg 
•tapiler  %  £iv*£  ia  partj  this  reading:     "We  are  met  to  dedicate 
it,  on  a  portion  of  the  fi  *1 th-  cx)tip  arable  pais  a  a  a  in  t'"  e 
third  uauusoript  rsa.o*:         have  cotie  to  dedicate  a  portion  of 
that  field-- ••    The  part  that  interact*)  us  particularly  are  the 
words:   "—a  portion  of  the  (that)  field—",     Ia  the  two  earlisr 
ma&uscriptfc  the  reaaikg  is:  "—a  portion  of  it — i-f   a:>er.#  to 
be  the  reading  in  all  other  contemporary  reports  of  the  address # 
The  qu? st ion  vaiu rally  ariaeit  us  to  vhy  the  report  in  these  two 
newspaper should  hare  a  r?a  i;  ±  '..?.2d  upon  the  th ird  r.enuscript* 
whereas  t*  ->  cthfflpp  follow  tv>e  e  rlier  v ere i  one ,    It  ia  aot  too 
difficult  to  furnish  the  answer.    Sons  fifty  ; ears  after  the 
Gettysburg  cerawoaiee  Joseph  L.  Gilbert,  one  of  the  Associated 
Press  reporters,  stated  that  befors  the  dedicatioa  was  orer,  the 
President's  manuscript  was  copied  t i th.  his  permission,    fhile  the 
author  has  in  no^t  cas::^    ieregarded  eta  tenants  n;ade  uiany  yoar* 
after  the  event,  the  fact  that  the  reporter  for  the  two  news- ap  ere 
mention.*:..':  ••.  -o ■■;;t  *>ave  n,-. ed  certain  material  in  hia  report 
that  would  hare  been  available  only  through  seeing  the  third 
nanus  or  ip  t,  it  has  bssn  decided  that  Mr.  Gilbert's  s  tat  ere  eat 
should  b .-.  wo  .-:-ted»    Alto,  it  ix\&t  be  cone  laded  fcfeat  in  this  case. 


■ 

a»  veil  as  in  other  similar  iastuaoss,  the  ^  reside  .it   'i  l  not 
exactly  follow  the  aaauacript  U  his  haadt  r»C*1tUn  *<>r  th# 
moBieat  words  that  hud  appeared  in         earlier  naauscriptsi  aor 
were  at*  words  always  properly  recorded. 

Before  we  le»re  Mr.  Gilbert  aa-i  t'a?  reverter  'or  the 
Philadelphia  "Iaquirer"  aad  the  Gettysburg  •nor.-il:-!'",  "3  -ill 
tee  that  a a oh  of  them  iacluded  on a  word  ia  their  separate 
versions  *ha1  dee*  aot  aeeifc  to  appear  ia  aay  other  coatarporary 
rej.ort,  lut  ^  ioh  was  pre* -in  t  in  the  third  ir.ar.ua  cript.     The  word 
is  •pool'",  the  first  vrorrt  ia  the  fifth  line  of  the  third  paragraph 
ia  that  manuscript.    ^Mle  the  var^iow  ia  tv3  "Tr  y:d rsr  ■  aa:1 
•Compiler"  aewapapere  i»  considerably  ^arblsd,  w»  may  now  be 
very  euro  that  certain  nerd*  contain;  i.i  it  could  only  have  cat** 
from  a  hurried  look  at  the  third  »aausoript#  by  the  reporter, 
after  the  adirsse  had  bet*  ||^tefe4i  11  an  effort  to  complete 
original 

One  thiai  mors  mM%  he  »Jf|a|l*i  before  this  article  is 
brought  to  a  cio-i.e.    In  all         i  or- sxaaiaed  cy  the  author  that 
were  printed  sooa  after  the  ad  3livered,  the  third  ami 

fourth  sentence  be,,in:  «Te  are  aet— ?;v:-r3  .s  t*  z  ':r~rV  *.-.teno# 
la  the  thira  maausoript  csmmeaoee:  "*s  hare  cozas — *.    Yfcltf  it 
would  seen*  la  the  »aia  rsasoa  why  »oet  LincoU  scholars  feel  that 
the  second  Manuscript,  before  the  changes  were  Made,  was  ueed  by 
the  President  vhile  delivering  his  address.    The  author  feel.  , 
however,  that  !•&•.  Lincoln  either  noraeatarily  lost  hin  place  whea 
he  looked  up  from  hib  ruuiuscri?  t  :,fter  having  read  the  third 
esnteace,  aad  began  rereadias  lit  third  aantsmoa  before  ha 
discovered  his  mistake,  or  uaconsoiously  spoke  those  three  words 
at  the  bejinnia*  of  the  fourth  sentence  as  they  haJ  one  a  appeared 
ia  the  secoad  manuscript. 


I»  closing,  let  us  outline  briefly  the  conclusions  tK,t 
Kw--  be?-<  reached,     (l)  It  if  evident*  because  of  the  very  nature 
of  the  1       a  by  both  Edward  Everett  and  Abraham  Lincoln 

In  thsir  letters  of  January  30th  and  February  4#  1864,  respectively, 

th^t  they  referred  to  t,'\?  ^annecr ip t  the  1  attar  had  held  in  his 
hand  v-hile  delivering  his  address  on  Foverbsr  19,  1363,     (a)  All 
rersior.s  of  Lincoln1 »  ..^dresw  that  were  printed  shortly  after 
its     i;li\  ' ry  MWfftin  tro  woi  '      "unler  GodS  *hioh  appear  only  in 
the  tY  ire  merger  ipt,     (-■■}  Isolated  in  stances  are  found  in  **hioh 
certain  readings  appear  in  the  third  manuscript  but  have  been 
discovered  in  only  one  or  two  printed  vers 5  one,  £ivin;<  ri*e  to  the 
obTicv.u  c- r.olv.n  ion.  thr-t         "resident   'id  not  always  follow  his 
aanuecr  ipt  j  ho*  e«er,  thftf  omissions  were  die  covered  icurediately 
after  the  address  ay      o**rtc.in   "ev-r  reporters  wren  t'*a    anueor  i^t 
was  ma |  •  |  vn  i  lab  1 1  f  Q  r  in  epe  c,  t  i  f  * , 

In  ---onclueirn,  the  vntbor  f. confident  that  it  has 
been  established  that  the  naeueoript  if  the  §ettyeburg  Address 
which  fEdw.-rd  :'v'~rett  ~e que* ted  frcr  A.bra)  r-.p.  Lincoln  on  January 
50,  1£ 0<* ,  an    v.t 5 ch  kin coin  in  tt'rn  submitted  to  ^Verett  on 
February  'tb,  -ras  r.ot  a  copy    ■■  ]e  expressly  to  fill  this  request* 
but  rather  the  same  r.anu script  that  the  President  held  ia  Mb 
hand,  and  referred  to,  on  the  afternoon  of  November  1*#  1863. 

Aoknowl  e  t.-'ir.ents: 

The  author  wishes  to  extend  hi;;  thanfca  to  the  fellouing 
persons  an  1  institutions  for  alio  •••in-:  him  to  reproduce  or  reprint 
certain  items  in  their  poaaasaion  or  under  their  cars,  or  who 
ha/ e    aterially  assisted  in  this  project*    To  Mr.  David  0,  As  ■■.th%$ 
Chief  of  Manuscript  Division,  Library  of  Congress,  for  per.iaeion 


to  roi  roduc3  the  •First  Draft"  and  th?  "Sacond  Draft1  of  toe 
Gettysburg  Aaar***©,  as  wall  us  to  r sprint  portions  of  Edward 
ET^ratt1*  latter  of  January  ISO,  1364  to  Abraham  Lincoln;  to  Mr. 
Clyda       tfaltos,  State  Historian,  tbs  Illinois  Stats  Historical 
iibrary,  for  permission  to  reproduce  the  third  rianuscrip  t  of 
tfca  Gettysburg  Address;  to  Mr.  Staphs*  T,  riley,  librarian, 
Massachusetts  Historical  Fooiaty,  for  ^emission  to  reprint 
portions  rJ  *    •      ?  hi?. or-l'\%  •»  la  t  tar    "  "a'cruary  4,  1864  to 
Edward  ?rsrett;  to  nr.  ?;iili-^.  *,  Barton,  author  of  "Lincoln  at 
Gettysburg  ",  (the  Bobbe-Merrill  Oofupaay,  -ubiishers),  *?ho  :cay 
merer  k»o*r  of  this  acknowlsdgnient,  but  without  whosa  axtsnsira 
and  accurate  research  is  tMs  field  this  article  mi^ht  not  hare 
been  written. 


November  ?,  1958 


Hr«  Foster  Cannon 
5  Dupont  Circle 
Washington  6,  D.  C. 

Dear  Mr*  Cannon: 


T  have  your  letter  dated  October  11th  along  with  the  enclosures. 
My  delay  in  answering  you  is  due  to  my  recent  visit  to  Kentucky  which  has 
diverted  my  attention  to  my  correspondence. 

I  read  your  article  'The  Manuscript  of  The  Gettysburg  Address" 
and  your  letter  addressed  to  Clyde  C.  Walton  and  David  Mearns .    While  you 
have  developed  an  interesting  theory  T  carrot  subscribe  to  yo  ir  conclusions. 

I  too  have  made  a  careful  study  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  in  all 
of  its  different  editions  and  I  have  arrived  at  different  cone lue ions  than 
your  own. 

Nevertheless,  I  am  glad  to  have  your  findings  to  file  with  all  the 
data  we  have  on  the  subject. 

Yours  sincerely, 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


■  .  ■  j  ORATION 

I 

or 

Abraham  JTinrxrln 

AT 

:THI]  DUDIOATION 

OF  THE 

GETTYSBURG  NATIONAL  MILITARY  CEMETERY, 

November  19,  1863. 

 .  «■  »•»  »  

"Wj^OURSCORE i  and  seven  years  ago  our  fathers  brought  forth  upon  this  continent  a  new 
J-  nation,  conceived  in  Liberty,  and  dedicated  to  the  proposition  that  all  men  are  created 
equal. 

Now  we  are  engaged  in  a  great  civil  war,  testing  whether  that  nation,  or  any  nation 
so  conceived  and  so  dedicated,  can  long  endure.  We  are  met  on  a  great  battle-field  of  that 
war.  We  are  met  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  it  as  the  final  resting-place  of  those  who  here 
gave  their  lives  that  that  nation  might  live.  It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper  that  we  should 
do  this. 

But  in  a  larger  sense  w<j  cannot  dedicate,  we  cannot  consecrate,  we  cannot  hallow  this 
ground.  The  brave  men,  living  and  dead,  who  struggled  here  have  consecrated  it  far  above 
our  power  to  add  or  detract.  The  world  will  little  note  nor  long  remember  what  we  say  here, 
but  it  can  never  forget  what  they  did  here.  It  is  for  us,  the  living,  rather  to  be  dedicated  here 
to  the*  unfinished  work  that  they  have  thus  far  so  nobly  carried  on.  It  is  rather  for  us  to  be 
here  dedicated  to  the  great  tank  remaining  before  us — that  from  these  honored  dead  we  take 

increased  devotion  to  the  caw*,  for  which  they  here  gave  the  hist  full  measure  of  devotion  

that  we  here  highly  resolve  that  the  dead  shall  not  have  died  in  vain;  that  the  nation  shall, 
under  God,-  have  a  new  birth  of  freedom,  and  that  the  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people, 
and  for  the  people,  shall  hot  perish  from  the  earth. 


335 o  LANGWORTHY,  'FRANKLIN .    Scenery  of  the  Plains,  Moun/ains  and  Mines:  or  a 
diary  kept  upon  the  overland  route  to  California, ^by  w/y  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake, 
etc,  in  the  years  18  £0,  '51,  '52  and  '  53  •  8  by  if  inches,  32kv,  cloth,  Ogdens- 
burgh,  1855  /  $1*0.00 

'•Wagner-Camp  258.  A  tight  copy  in  original  cloth,  yvith  slight  wear 
at  extremities  of  spine.  Foxed. 

336,  (LETTER  WRITER)  The  New  Complete  Letter  write/;  or,  the  Art  of  Correspond- 
ence, etc.,  etc.  6\  by  h  inches,  228p,  leather,  Bgfeton,  1798  $15.00 
Evans  3i|177«  Weiss  p  32.    Hinges  weak. 

LINCOLN 

337-  Dana,  Charles  Anderson.  Lincoln  and  his  Cabinet.  6  7/8  by  5  inches,  70  &  1 
p,  boards,  Cleveland,  I896  /  $7.50 

M,  1190o  Nice  copy  of  the  original  edition,  pf  which  but  350  copies 
were  printed. 

338o  HARRIS,  T.  M.    Assassination  of  Lincoln/  A  History  of  the  Great  Conspiracy 
8  7/8  by  5 J  inches,  Ul9p,  pictorial  cloth,  /oston  (1892)  $8.50 
M  1103.  Fine  copy 

339.  HOWELLS,  WM.  D.  Lives  and  Speeches  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Hannibal  Hamlin. 
7  7/16  by  U4  inches,  U06p,  cloth,  Columbils,  0.  i860  $10.00 
Wessen  11,  variant  C.  With  the  imprintf:  Chicago:  S.  C.  Griggs  &  Co. 
Pittsburgh:  Hunt  and  Miner.  Cleveland^:  Ingham  &  Bragg,  in  addition  to 
publisher's  Columbus  imprint. 

3U0.  HOWELLS,  WM.  D.    Lives  and  Spee/hes  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Hannibal  Hamlin. 
7j  by  Uf  in,  U06p,  cloth,  NEW  YORK:  M.  A.  Townsend  '  Co.,  Columbus:  Follett, 
Foster  &  Co.,  i860  /  $17.50 

The  rare  variant  G  of  Wessen  11 j  /which  is  believe  to  have  been  sent 
in  sheets  to  New  York;  where  it  fas  bound.  Front  fly-leaf  missing, 
worn  h-  0  t 

ONE  OF  TWO  KNOWN  COPIES 
V  31*1.  ORATION  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  AT  THE  DEDICATION  OF  THE  GETTYSBURG  NATIONAL 
MILITARY  CEMETRY,  November  19,  I863.    a  broadside,  16  3/16  by  10  13/16  inches. 
y  **\      Up  to  this  moment,  the  Alfred  WMtal  Stern  copy,  in  the  Library  of  SOLD 
'y  \})C>      Congress  has  been  considered  unique:  "Extensive  correspondence  has 
failed  to  bring  another  copy  to  light."  See  Library  of  Congress 
\s     Quarterly  Journal  of  Acquisitions,  Vol.  16,  No.  3,   (May  1959),  I6O-I6I5 
•  from  which  we  quote.    "This  version  differs  slightly  from  the  manuscripts 

in  the  Library  of  Congress  described  as  the  "first"  and  "second"  drafts." 
y.'  '■'      3  "In  the  broadside  the  word  "power"  is  not  qualified  by  "poor"  and  the 

X'.^'     phrase  "under  God"  toward  the  end  is  included.    Many  authorities  believe 
f      .^fljthat  the  latter  was  interpolated  by  Lincoln  at  the  moment  of  delivery, 
/  fo**  since  it  does  not  appear  in  either  of  the  two  earliest  surviving  drafts 

1  ♦        in  his  handwriting",  etc.,  etc. 
(r™         See  illustration  on  opposite  page,, 

3U2.  LINCOLN  CAMPAIGN  SONGSTER  FOR  THE  USE  OF  CLUES ,  etc.  hi  by  2|  in,  l6p 
pictorial  wrappers  (beardless  Lincoln)  PHILADELPHIA,  1Q6U  $22.50 
M  323. 


Spine  slightly  worn 


V 

L. 


fa  <  A  A  -      i£  % 

UNIVERSITY  OF  KENTUCKY  LIBRARY 
LINCOLN  FACSIMILE  NO.  1 
November  1959 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Alfred  Whital  Stern  and  the  Library  of  Congress  a 
opy  of  an  apparently  unique  text  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  has  been  made  available 
o  us.    This  broadside  was  described  in  the  Library  of  Congress  Quarterly  Journal 
.  f  Acquisitions,  Vol.  16,  No.  3,  (May  1959),  160-161: 

".  .  .  There  is  no  information  on  the  broadside  that  furnishes 
the  place  and  precise  date  of  printing,  but  for  a  number  of  reasons 
its  printing  appears  to  have  been  nearly  contemporaneous  with  the 
event  itself. 

4        "The  version  of  the  broadside  is  the  official  text  of  the 
^address  as  set  down  in  the  report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Committee 
\  appointed  to  establish  and  dedicate  the  Soldiers1  National  Cemetery 
I  at  Gettysburg.    This  version  varies  slightly  from  the  manuscripts 

in  the  Library  of  Congress  described  as  the  'first'  and  'second' 
j  drafts.    In  the  broadside  the  word  'power'  is  not  qualified  by  'poor' 

and  the  phrase  'under  God'  toward  the  end  is  included.  Many 
'   Lincoln  authorities  believe  that  the  latter  was  interpolated  by  tt/ 

Lincoln  at  the  moment  of  delivery,  since  it  does  not  appear  in 
j    either  of  the  two  earliest  surviving  drafts  in  his  handwriting,  - 
\    presumably  written  down  before  the  address  was  read. 

"The  broadside  formerly  belonged  to  Anton  Heitmuller,  a 
Washington  collector,  who  died  in  1945.    A  few  years  ago  it  came 
into  the  possession  of  a  local  dealer,  who  published  it  for  the  first 
time  in  the  Lincoln  Herald.  *  Since  that  time  extensive  correspond- 
ence has  failed  to  bring  another  copy  to  light.    Typographic  studies 
thus  far  undertaken  have  not  proved  conclusive,  and  it  is  not  possible 
at  this  time  to  make  any  definitive  claims  for  the  broadside's  precise 
position  in  the  transmittal  of  Lincoln's  text,  but  it  is  a  highly  interest- 
ing piece,  the  rarity  of  which  seems  well  established." 


*  Foster  Cannon,  "The  Early  Manuscripts  of  the  Gettysburg  Address,  "  in 
Lincoln  Herald,    Vol.  58,  No.  4   (Winter  1957),  18-24. 
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The  Manuscript  of 
Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address 


By  FOSTER  CANNON 


It  is  acknowledged  by  almost 
everyone  whether  he  be  from  the 
North,  the  East,  the  South,  or  the 
West,  that  the  address  delivered  by 
Abraham  Lincoln  at  Gettysburg,  Pa., 
on  November  19,  1863,  is  one  of  the 
classic  utterances  of  all  time.  It  is 
natural  for  a  person  to  hope  that 
he  may  one  day  be  able  to  cast  his 
eyes  upon  the  very  manuscript  that 
President  Lincoln  held  in  his  hand 
and  referred  to  on  that  eventful  day. 
Of  course,  there  is  always  the  ob- 
vious question  that  comes  to  mind: 
"But  where  is  this  manuscript?" 
The  answer  you  would  probably  re- 
ceive to  this  question  is:  "Why,  it 
is  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  in 
Washington." 

Don't  be  fooled,  though,  by  this 
information  because  it  will  not  be 
accurate — certainly  not  intentionally 
inaccurate,  for  this  is  the  common 
belief,  but  inaccurate  nevertheless. 

Perhaps,  however,  it  is  already  too 
late  to  keep  you  from  going  to  the 
wrong  place.  Perhaps  you  have  al- 
ready taken  your  informant's  advice, 
and  have  made  the  journey  to  Wash- 
ington and  to  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. Of  course  your  visit  to  this 
noted  shrine  will  certainly  not  have 
been  in  vain  because  you  will  have 
had  the  privilege  of  examining  many 
of  «the  nation's  greatest  treasures. 
Unfortunately,  as  you  will  now  dis- 
cover, you  were  not  able,,  after  all, 
to  look  upon  the  one  item  you  had 
wanted  most  to  see. 

Let  us  now  get  down  to  the  facts. 
The  two  manuscripts  of  the  Gettys- 
burg Address  at  the  Library  of 
Congress,  in  Lincoln's  hand,  are 
both  very  precious  documents.  As 
such  they  should  be  fully  appreci- 
ated by  all  who  are  privileged  to 
view  them.  The  one  described  as  the 
"First  Draft"  can  hardly  be  any- 
thing but  that — the  first  attempt  at 
writing  the  address  which  has  be- 
come so  famous.  The  other,  referred 
to  as  the  "Second  Draft,"  appears 
to  be,  instead,  the  third  draft,  an 
unfinished  writing  of  the  address, 
composed  shortly  after  the  Presi- 
dent's return  to  Washington  follow- 
ing the  Gettysburg,  ceremonies.  The 
general  belief  that  one  or  the  other 
of  these  manuscripts  was  Lincoln's 
"reading  copy"  is  just  not  so  as 
we  shall  see. 

Now  that  you  may  be  disappoint- 
ed, as  well  as  confused,  you  will 
ask:  "If  Lincoln's  reading  copy  isn't 
in  the  Library  of  Congress,  where 


is  it?"  This  is  a  logical  question  and 
it  can  be  answered.  I  would  suggest 
that  you  take  another  trip  half  way 
across  the  country  to  Springfield, 
111. — to  the  very  heart  of  the  Lincoln 
country.  Here,  where  it  really  be- 
longs after  all,  you  will  discover 
the  object  of  your  search.  But  even 
when  you  stand  before  it  in  the 
Illinois  State  Historical  Library,  in 
the  Centennial  Building,  you  may 
not  at  first  recognize  this  almost 
priceless  document  for  what  it  is. 

Of  course  you  will  want  proof 
that  this  is  no  ordinary  copy,  but 
in  fact  the  actual  manuscript  that 
President  Lincoln  held  in  his  hand 
at  Gettysburg.  I  am  prepared  to 
offer  this  proof  as  briefly  as  pos- 
sible. 

Let  us  examine  two  letters  that 
say  practically  all  that  need  be  said 
about  this  matter.  One  was  written 
by  Edward  Everett  to  Abraham 
Lincoln  on  January  30,  1864.  The 
other  is  the  President's  reply  of 
February  4th. 

The  Edward  Everett  letter  fol- 
lows: 

"I  shall  have-  the  honor  of  for- 
warding to  you  by  express,  today  or 
on  Monday  next,  a  copy  of  the  au- 
thorized edition  of  my  Gettysburg 
address  and  of  the  remarks  made  by 
yourself,  and  the  other  matters  con- 
nected with  the  ceremonial  of  the 
dedication  of  the  Cemetery.  It  ap- 
peared, owing  to  unavoidable  delays, 
only  yesterday. 

"I  have  promised  to  give  the  man- 
uscript of  my  address  to  Mrs.  Gov- 
ernor Fish  of  New  York,  who  is  at 
the  head  of  the  Ladies'  Committee 
of  the  Metropolitan  fair.  It  would 
add  very  greatly  to  its  value  if  I 
could  bind  up  with  it  the  manu- 
script of  your  dedicatory  remarks 
if  you  happen  to  have  preserved  it. 

"I  would  further  venture  to  re- 
quest that  you  would  allow  me  also 


Foster  Cannon,  Washington,  0.  C, 
dealer  in  rare  books,  autographs,  and 
paintings,  is  a  native  of  Milwaukee 
County,  Wisconsin,  where  he  attended 
both  the  University  of  Wisconsin  and 
Marquette  University.  Cannon  launch- 
ed his  present  business  career  sixteen 
years  ago.  His  interest  in  the  manu- 
scripts of  Lincoln's  "Gettysburg  Ad- 
dress" began  in  1957  while  establish- 
ing the  authenticity  of  a  previously 
unknown  contemporary  broadside 
printing  of  this  address  which  has 
since  ma'de  its  way  into  collections 
of  the  Library  of  Congress. 

K.  V.  H. 


to  bind  up  in  the  volume  the  very- 
obliging  letter  of  the  20th  Novem- 
ber, 1863,  which  you  did  me  the 
favor  to  write  me.  I  shall  part  with 
it  with  much  reluctance,  and  I  shrink 
a  little  from  the  apparent  indelicacy 
of  giving  some  publicity  to  a  letter 
highly  complimentary  to  myself.  But. 
as  its  insertion  would  greatly  en- 
hance the  value  of  the  volume  when 
sold  at  the  fair,  I  shall,  if  I  have 
your  kind  permission,  waive  all  other 
considerations."* 

To  this  letter  Abraham  Lincoln 
replied: 

"Yours  of  January  30th  was  re- 
ceived four  days  ago;  and  since  then 
the  address  mentioned  has  arrived. 
Thank  you  for  it.  I  send  herewith 
the  manuscript  of  my  remarks  at. 
Gettysburg,  which,  with  my  note  to 
you  of  November  20th,  you  are  at 
liberty  to  use  for  the  benefit  of  our 
soldiers,  as  you  have  requested."** 

We  are  interested  only  in  the- 
second  paragraph  of  Edward  Ever- 
ett's letter;  also,  only  in  the  follow- 
ing ten  words  from  President  Lin- 
coln's reply:  "I  send  herewith  the 
manuscript  of  my  remarks  at  Gettys- 
burg." 

Here  we  have  Edward  Everett 
telling  Abraham  Lincoln  that  he  has 
promised  to  give  the  manuscript  of 
his  own  lengthy  address  at  Gettys- 
burg to  a  charitable  organization  so 
that  it  can  be  sold  for  the  benefit 
of  a  worthy  cause,  and  he  asks  the 
President  if  he  will  do  the  same  with 
his  own  Gettysburg  manuscript.  Of 
course  Everett  hadi  no  way  of  know- 
ing that  Lincoln  had  already  written 
at  least  two  other  versions  of  his 
address,  so  the  request  he  made  could 
only  refer  to  Lincoln's  reading  copy. 
To  be  sure,  Everett  fully  realized 
that  the  President  might  already 
have  given  away  his  reading  _  copy, 
therefore  he  supplemented  his  re- 
quest with  the  words:  "...  if  you 
happen  to  have  preserved  it.  .  ." 
President  Lincoln  knew  exactly  what 
Edward  Everett  wanted  and  expect- 
ed to  receive,  so  he  sent  his  manu- 
script with  these  words:  "I  send 
herewith  the  manuscript  of  my  re- 
marks at  Gettysburg  .  .  ."  We  have 
no  qualifying  statement  or  no  apol- 
ogy. Lincoln  does  not  say  that  he 
is  sending  a  newly  prepared  copy  of 
his  manuscript,  necessitated  by  the 
absence  of  his  reading  copy.  Nor 
does  he  say  that  he  is  sending  "a" 
manuscript  of  his  remarks  at  Gettys- 
burg, which  would  present  a  prob- 
lem in  interpretation.  In  words 
which  cannot  be  mistaken,  Edward 
Everett  asked  Abraham  Lincoln  for 
the  manuscript  he  had  used  while 
delivering  his  address  at  Gettysburg, 
and  Lincoln  replied  in  words  of  equal 
understanding  that  he  was  sending 
this  manuscript.  We  know  definitely 
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that  this  same  manuscript  is  now  on 
display  in  the  Illinois  State  Histor- 
ical Library! 

By  way  of  offering  further  evi- 
dence to  support  this  conclusion,  al- 
though additional  evidence  is  not 
actually  required,  it  should  be  stated 
that  the  manuscript  under  consider- 
ation is  the  only  early  one  to  contain 
the  words  "under  God"  near  the 
end  of  the  address.  These  two  words 
do  not  appear  in  either  of  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress  manuscripts.  How- 
ever, the  words  "under  God"  do  ap- 
pear in  every  known  version  as 
taken  down  by  stenographers  and 
reporters  at  the  Gettysburg  scene! 
Other  supporting  evidence  could 
readily  be  introduced,  but  it  would 
seem  unnecessary  to  do  so  in  an 
article  of  this  type. 

So,  if  you  have  the  desire  to  see 
the  manuscript  that  Abraham .  Lin- 
coln held  in  his  hand  on  that  event- 
ful afternoon  of  November  19,  1863, 
go  to  the  Illinois  State  Historical 
Library  in  Springfield,  111. 


•The  original  letter  of  January  30,  1864, 
from  Edward  Everett  to  Abraham  Lin- 
coln is  on  file  in  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. 

"The  original  letter  of  February  4,  1864, 
from  Abraham  Lincoln  to  Edward  Ev- 
erett, is  in  the  possession  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Historical  Society. 


WANTED  &  FOB  SALE 


AUTOGRAPH  letters,  manuscripts  & 
signatures  In  ©very  field  of  collecting 
bought  and  sold.  Write  for  monthly  price 
lists  of  autographs  for  sale.  —  Conway 
Barker,  La  Marque  3,  Texas.  Jel20061 


AUTOGRAPHS  bought  and  sold.  — 
Dr.  Kronovet,  75  Ocean  Ave.,  Brooklyn, 
N.  T.  Jlyl2407 


AUTOGRAPH  LETTERS,  documents, 
manuscripts,  and  signatures  of  historical 
personages.  Bought  and  sold.  Free  list 
autographs  for  sale.  —  Julia  Sweet  New- 
man, P.O.  Box  156,  Battle  Creek,  Mich. 

Je6468 

CIVIL  WAR  LETTERS,  by  soldiers 
and  officers.  Civil  War  C.&I.  and  other 
prints.  Civil  War  books,  pamphlets  and. 
broadsides.  Check  with  order.  —  Paul 
P.  Hoag,  Slmsburg,  Conn.  imZit* 


MANUSCRIPTS,  by  Charles  Hamilton. 
The  last  word  in  this  popular  field,  re- 
producing almost  a  thousand  actual  sig- 
natures of  the  great  of  past  centuries. 
It  contains  hundreds  of  takes  and  anec- 
dotes of  autograph  collecting  that  will 
give  even  the  rank  amateur  collector 
sufficient  information  on  this  hobby  to 
protect  him  in  his  buying,  and  to  en- 
able him  to  spot  the  great  rarities  when 
they  are  offered.  Price,  $6.95,  postpaid, 
and  obtainable  from  —  Herman  Herst, 
Jr.,  Shrub  Oak,  N.  T.  tfx 


•  HISTORIC  AMERICAN  DOCUMENTS  I 
I  DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE,  CON-  I 
JSTTTUTION  OP  U.S.,  BILL  OF  RIGHTS,  I 
I  and  GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS  .  .  .  au-  I 
j  thentlcally  copied  on  old  Parchment  Paper.  " 
I  Ideal  for  framing  and   decorating.     Approx.  j 

IS  13x15".     Set  of  4  in  colorful  protective  en-  ! 
relope,  $1.00  ppd. 
„  Set  of  4  Civil  War  Recruiting  Posters,  plus  | 
j  Battlefield;  Map,  $1.00  ppd.  , 
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ing  can  you  test  for  hardness?  Heav- 
iness? The  kinds  of  tenacity?  What 
do  color  and  luster  tell?  What  is  a 
streak  plate?  How  do  you  clean, 
preserve,  display  your  specimens? 

Contents  include:  .Search  for  Min- 
eral Wealth.  Art  of  Mineral  Find- 
ing. Minerals  of  Most  Value.  The 
Prospector  in  the  Field.  How  to  Pan 
for  Gold.  What  Do  You  Have— And 
How  Much?  Staking  a  Mining  Claim. 
The  Collector  at  Home.  Gemology — 
The  Study  of  Precious  .Stones. 
Quartz  Minerals  and  Rocks.  Min- 
eral Resources  of  Fifty  States.  Min- 
eral Publications. 

Here  is  a  vastly  informative,  in- 
teresting book  for  rockhounds,  pros- 
pectors, engineers,  students,  and  the 
general  reader. 

O.  B.  R. 


SHELLS  by  Roderick  Cameron.  Pub- 
lished by  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  200 
Madison  Ave.,  New  York  16,  N.  Y. 
Copyright  1961.  128  pages.  $3.95. 

Did  you  know  the  Mur.ex  provid- 
ed the  most  famous  dye  known  to 
ancient  man?  That  cowries  have 
been  "money"  from  pre-historic 
times?  That  the  Triton  shell  fur- 
nished a  mighty  trumpet,  the  Pinna 
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shell  a  silken  filament  which  the  Ro- 
mans wove  into  cloth,  and  the  Great 
Chank  was  used  as  a  design  on  an- 
cient coins  of  India? 

The  discovery  of  America,  con- 
quest of  Mexico,  circumnavigation 
of  the  globe,  Dutch  East  India  trade, 
etc.,  brought  to  Europe  strange  shells 
which  nobility  and  merchant  prin- 
ces collected  at  fabulous  sums.  A 
duchess  is  said  to  have  traded  an 
estate  for  a  Wentletrap  shell. 

Goldsmiths  fashioned  bases  for 
rare  shells  and  even  engraved  and 
jeweled  them  for  highly  prized 
drinking  cups.  The  Nautilus  pom- 
pilius  was  a  favorite. 

Rooms  were  faced  with  shells.  Ar- 
tists painted  them  in  their  composi- 
tions, as  did  Rubens  in  his  Marie  de 
Medici  landing  on  French  soil.  Col- 
lectors arranged  shells  in  velvet- 
lined  drawers  and  cupboards  and  dis- 
played them  in  museums  and  palaces. 

Briefly  introduced  are  some  fa- 
mous early  shell  collectors  and  shell 
books,  how  shells  got  their  names, 
and  a  .short  list  of  handsome  shells 
for  collectors. 

Described  are  the  five  poison  spe- 
cies of  shells  of  the  Conus  family. 
Each  has  a  proboscis  with  barbs 
that  have  venom  glands  at  their 
base.  This  stab  makes  a  sharp  burn- 
ing under  the  skin  and  unless  im- 
mediately given  attention  can  cause 
death.  Know  your  cones  before  gath- 
ering them  on  a  beach. 

Some  95  illustrations  show  pic- 
tures or  drawings  of  shells,  and  32 
color  plates  tell  well  how  beautiful 
and  exotic  many  of  them  are. 

This  is  a  brief  but  highly  inter- 
esting book  which  the  general  read- 
er and  unsophisticated  collector  must 
surely  find  worth  reading. 

O.  B.  R. 

CLOCKS  by  Simon  Fleet.  G.  P.  Putnam's 
Sons,  Publishers,  200  Madison  Ave., 
New  York  16,  N.  Y.  Copyright  1961. 
128  pages.  Price  $3.95. 

Did  you  know  "a  stick  in  the 
ground"  was  man's  first  clock?  When 
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RARE  BOOKS  PAINTINGS  MANUSCRIPTS 


FOSTER  CANNON 

3  DUPONT  CIRCLE 
WASHINGTON  e,  D.  C. 

Phone  Hudson  3-6420 

February  5,  19  63, 


Dr.  R.  09 raid  McMurtry,  Director, 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Tort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


D9ar  Dr.  McMurtry: 


Thia  identical  latter  is  beinfc  sent  to  Mr.  David 
0.  Msams,  Mr.  K.  5.  fcuhrs,  and  Dr.  ft,  fterald  McMurtry. 
I  as  doinj;  this  because  all  three  ©f  you  »©ntler,en, 
together  with  Mr.  Olyde  0.  Walton,  have  bacm  furnished 
with  various  information  frois  ti»e  to  ti»e  in  the  past 
concerning  wy  research  into  the  manuscripts  of  the 
&sttysburi  Address,  and  you  are  aware  of  my  final  con- 
clusions . 

I  trust  that  you  hare  saen  the  February  issue  of 
HOBBIES,  which  contains  »y  article  on  the  Illinois 
State  Historical  library  manuscript  of  Lincoln's 
^ettysburi;  Addresa,  in  almost  the  sawe  for*  as  it  was 
sent  to  e^ch  of  you  about  three  and  a  half  years  ajo. 
The  last  sentence  has,  howarer,  been  delated,  which 
was  the  result  ©f  a  change  in  the  des  crip  tire  label 
for  the  manuscript  in  question  while  *y  article  was 
awaiting  publication.    The  description  is  now  as  fol- 
lows:  MTbis  Manuscript  of  the  Gettysb&rt  Adcrssa  in 
Lincoln's  handwriting  was  sent  to  Edward  Everett,  the 
principal  speaker  at  the  ceiietery  dedication,  at  his 
request.     It  wa«  then  sold  at  a  New  York  Sanitary 
COMteission  fair  alont  with  Eyaret^a  address  for  the 
benefit  of  sicK  and  wounded  soldiers.     In  1944  it  was 
bou&bt  for  the  State  of  Illinois  by  its  school  children, 
with  the  help  of  Marshall  *isld,  for  *00,000.".     I  a» 
sure  that  Hr.  Walton  will  not  saind  if  I  quote  a  sentence 
fro*  his  letter  to  me  of  January  30,  19  62  which  des- 
cribee this  chante:  "I  hare  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that 
this  caption  is  a  rewording  of  the  earlier  one  based 
primarily  on  the  results  of  your  research". 

I  am  frank  to  say  that  I  a»  anxious  to  receive 
cork ants  from  each  of  you  at  this  time  concerning  your 
present  feelings  with  regard  the  status  of  the  Illinois 
State  Historical  Library  manuscript  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address.    ?erhaps  it  would  not  be  out  of  place  if  I 


Dr.  McMurtry, 
?age  #2. 

were  to  say  that  Mr.  Bruce  Oatton  has  already  indicated 
a  favorable  reaction  to  my  findings.    In  a  latter  from 
hla  dated  December  18,  1958  he  writeB,  in  part:   "I  am 
very  much  interested  in  the  work  you  have  done  on  the 
Gettysburg  Address,  and  as  far  as  I  as  concerned  you 
are  very  convincing".    Mr.  Cat ton  has  rery  kindly 
given  me  permission  to  quote  this  sentence. 

I  would  greatly  appreciate  it  if  you  &entle»aen 
would  reply  to  this  letter  by  return  mail.    Tour  com- 
ments and  opinions  will  be  well  received  regardless 
of  vfhtit  they  ssay  be.    If,  however,  they  should  now 
coincide  with  my  own  conclusions,  particularly  with 
regard  to  th3  Illinois  State  Historical  library  man- 
uscript having  been  Lincoln's  reading  copy  at  Gettys- 
burg,! ^ould  be  grateful  if  you  were  to  give  rae 
pemisoion  to  quote  you  either  verbally  or  in  print. 

Sincerely  yours, 


February  23,  1962 


Mr.  Foster  Cannon 
3  Dupont  Circle 
Washington  6,  D.C. 

Dear  Mr.  Cannon: 


Your  recent  letter  addressed  to  Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry  has  arrived  during 
his  absence  from  the  Office.    He  is  at  present  winding  up  his  annual 
speaking  itinerary  and  is  expected  to  return  here  March  5  at  which  time 
your  letter  will  be  brought  to  his  attention.  *        °1Cn  ^ 


Sincerely  yours , 


MMieal 


(Miss)  Margaret  Moellering 
Museum 


(CO*T) 


March  14,  19 62. 


Mr,  David  C.  Mearns, 
Chief  of  Manuscript  Division, 
The  Library  of  Congress, 
Washington  25,  D.C 

Dear  Mr.  Mearns: 

t  rrsatlv  anoreciate  receiving  your  letter  of 
February  e/SSa.-SSd  -Unofficial-,  in  reply  to  my 

rtrthrs^riniMn^IH^e  Mr.  Luhre  nor 

Dr.  McMurtry. 

Under  the  circumstances  I  am  sure  you  will 
uarmit  me  to  quote  the  contents  of  your  letter  or 
¥™Alry  8th,  which  are:  -Thank  you  very  much  indeed 
for  your  letter  of  February  S.    Tour  f indin^  *;ry 
interesting  but  I  become  increasingly  miW f  }«* 
the  XdiSI  copy  must  hare  been  the  so-called  'first 

draft1 -. 

Mr.  Mearns,  I  certainly  respect  your  opinion 
a„ar,  +w™rh  it  is  entirely  contrary  to  my  own.     It  is 
:rS.5lS  5^  to  have  arrived  at  such  a t  oonolu.  on  you 
:flat  accent  certain  stateraants  made  Dy  John  0.  «ic?^v 
iTul  articled  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address  in  the 

February,  ItM  iB8ue  of  Century  Ma^in*;tt  *^win£ 
trust  that  you  will  not  mind  answering  the  following 
questions  pertaining  to  Nicolay'e  article. 

(1>  In  eeneral,  do  you  think  that  any  man 
Ul  can  accurately  remember  specific  minor 
details  that  happened  oT3rv twf,nt*~ 
fire  years  before,  unless  he  hirassit 
were  the  principal  actor  in  the  event 
in  question? 

(2)  Do  you  think  that  Nicolay  was  in  a 
position  to  report  on  the  happenings 
at  David  rills'  home  during  the  late 
evening  of  November  18,  1863?  (I^P 
in  mind  that  although  Nicolay  said: 
"With  raatsrial  so  abundant  and  enthus- 
iasm so  plentiful,  a  seranading  party 


Mr.  Mearns, 
Pat©  #2. 


soon  organized  itself  to  call  on 
prominent  parsonages  for  imp  romp tu 
speeches,  and  of  course  the  Pres- 
ident could  not  escape",  John  Kay, 
in  his  diary  for  that  day,  describ- 
ing the  sans  situation,  elaborates 
thus:   "Is  went  back  to  Forney's 
room,  having  picked  up  Nicolay,  and 
drank  more  whiskey.    Nicolay  Bang 
his  little  song  of  the  1  Three  Thieves1, 
and  we  then  sang  'John  Brown1"). 

(5)    Do  you  really  believe  that  all  Lin- 
coln accomplished  in  revising  his 
address  during  the  evening  of  Novem- 
ber 18th  and  the  early  morning  of 
November  19th  was  the  penciled  addi- 
tion of  nine  and  a  half  lines  to  a 
previously  penned  first  sheet?  Do 
you  further  believe  that  Nicolay, 
after  some  twenty-five  years,  actually 
remembered  seeing  Lincoln  make  this 
addition,  "in  pencil",  on  the  morning 
of  November  19th? 

(4)    Do  you  honestly  feel  that  Lincoln, 
after  having  spent  so  much  time  and 
trouble  writing  the  so-called  "first 
draft"  (according  to  Nicolay),  could 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  while  deliv- 
ering his  speech  with  this  manuscript 
in  his  hand  (also  according  to  Nicolay), 
create  an  address  so  completely  differ- 
ent, but  still  so  perfectly  formed,  as 
recorded  by  responsible  persons  at  the 
scene? 


These  are  some  of  the  things  you  will  have  to 
believe,  Mr.  Mearns,  if  you  accept  John  Nicolay' s  recol- 
lections.    Do.  you  believe  them? 

I  would  greatly  appreciate  your  reply,  either  in 
an  official  or  unofficial  capacity. 


With  best  wishes,  I  am 


Sincerely  yours, 


Copies  to: 

Mr.  K.  C.  Luhrs. 

Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry. 

Mr.  Clyde  C.  Walton. 


(COPT) 


THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 
Washington,  D,0, 

UNOFFICIAL 

Reference  Department 
Manuscript  Division 

Mp.  rob  19,  19  63 


Ps*r,r    r.  Cannon: 

Your  latter  of  Karen  14  has  been  received. 

Certainly  I  *ave  no  disposition  to  be  conten- 
tious  or  disputatious  and  certainly  I  must  most  firmly 
decline  to  be  a  party  to  any  personal  controversy. 
That  you  are  entitled  to  the  conclusions  you  have 
reached  I  readily  acknowledge;  that  they  do  net  agree 
with  my  o?:n  ie  a  matter  of  little  importance  to  you 
and  me  and  must  be  of  sublime  indifference  to  others, 
with  this  understanding  made  completely  clear,  allow 
me  to  assure  you  that  Nioolay's  article  in  The  Century 
is,  in  my  opinion,  demonstrably  strewn  fcith  errors, 
sometimes,  egregious ly  nls leading j  sometimes  the  product 
of  carelessness,  and  frequently,  perhaps,  the  result  of 
haste  and  the  impatience  of  a  dsadline.    Froceeding  now 
to  your  numbered  qusstiens: 

1.  I  a ?ree  that  Mr.  Nicclf  y's  memory  was  not  only  fall- 
ible but,  in  this  instance  at  lertst,  often  false. 

2.  I  agree  that  Nicolay  was  prcbp.bly  in  no  position  and 
in  no  condition  to  report  as  an  eyewitness  what 
transpired  in  the  homer  of  David  Fills  and  Robert 
floodloe  Harper  on  the  evening  of  November  18,  1865. 
For  this  ve  mu&t  depend  on  other  evidence  ^hich, 
fortunately,  exists. 

3.  This  ouestion  has  two  parts.    As  to  the  first;  J 
believe  that  Mr.  Lincoln  went  to  lattyeburi     let  tis- 
fied  with  the  concluding  liasa  of  hio  «ddre»»j  I 
believe  th^t  perhaps  along  the  wuy  and  certainly 
after  his  arrival  in  Gettysburg  he  recast  the  close; 

I  believe  that  the  second  page,  written  in  pencil, 
way  hare  been  trpjiscribed  from  a  large  yellow  envel- 
ope.   As  to  the  second  part:  Nicolay's  recollection 
may  or  may  not  be  correct;  he  oould  have  recovered 
the  possession  of  hia  faculties  from  the  binge  of  the 
night  before;  but  the  accuracy  of  hie  remembrance  is, 
to  the  beet  of  my  knowledge,  unsupported.     I  would  be 
inclined  to  dismiss  it  at  unproved. 


-  3  - 


4.    I  do  not  agr9  9  with  your  statement  that  the  address 
as  delivered  was  "completely  different*  from  the 
so-called  "first  draft," 

May  I  add  this  observation:  that  after  consid- 
erable searching,  prying  and  sifting  I  have  come  to  the 
distressing  conviction  that  substantially  everything 
that  has  been  published  concerning  the  preparation  of 
the  five  surviving  texts  is,  in  greater  or  lesser  degrae, 
suspect,  repetitive  and  inaccep table.    When  next  we  meat, 
which  I  trust  will  be  soon,  let  us  discuss  this  facinat- 
ing  subject. 

If  copies  of  this  letter  are  sent  to  Henry 
Luhrs,  tor* Id  tfcMv.rtry  am1  01yd*  Walton  please  extend 
to  those  Isarnsd  md  honored  friends  my  warmest  greetings 

and  deepest  rOSpOOtS* 

rith  all  good  wishes,  I  an 

f  ithfully  yours, 


(Signed)   David  0.  V.earns 
Chief 

Manuscript  Division 


Mr.  Poster  Cannon 
5  Cupont  Circle, 

ihington  6,  D,  C« 


(COPT) 


March  aa,  lasa. 


Mr.  Da?id  3.  M3arad, 
Chi*f  of  llanusorij-t  J3i  vision, 
Ths  library  of  GougrsBu* 
Washington  2ft,  D.O. 

Ds^r  Mr.  \fe  rr.  i : 

ThuU  /on  v-ry  :"iu;h  ><    t<r\r  >*»tt*»r  o r'  M  »roh 
1.  th,  v*ith  intarsn tin*  oonnentn. 

With  rsgard  to  t*y  carrying  on  a  personal 
oontrovsrsy  with  you,  I  cub  afraid  you  rsi*undex»Ht, aftd  »y 
motive.    It.  Is,  rath  or,  r.y  intention  to  »h«W  goo*} 
r?  *«on  why  it  should  not  ba  posalbls  Tor  ar.y  ona  to 
b  .rbor  an  opinion  that  the  reading  copy  Of  ItlMOlm'i 
flsttys  sur&  Aidrsss  is  th?  library  §1  OeltgrMMI  ho-oalled 
fiyat  llftftj  at  lsaat  if  such  r;ir.ion  io  b?*e»d  priftfMr* 
ily  upon  John  *icolay,8  r«oc 11 «ot ions .    I  believe  that 
your  ;u\Bvr«tr8  to  my  questions  iBdi+fttw  that  :rour  orinion 
i.;   not  buued  upon  th n  rao*l  1 motion* .     .-:V«ulu  it,  or.  ill 
rsuain  the  sans,  you  way  wish  to  give  your  own  reasons 
for  thl*  continued  baiiai'. 

I  ttui  afraid  that  I  0  kltftftt  aj»e  *ith     h  I 
you  say  in  the  first  sent  nee  in  ths  nsxt  to  the  ir,st 
v,       ,i-  :      ...   your  iwttar  ftf  March  l^th.    «»  certainly 
knuw  when  end  f  #r  whom  ths  fourth  and  fifth  vsrsiom  of 
ths  address  -«sr*  v.ritten.    But   >otur.iiy,  cur  concern  ie 
not,  nscessarily  whan  ths*  first  thr*o  vareionc  were 
panned,  but  r*th*f  wMoh  of  thsn  Ml  Lincoln1 »  reading 
oopy. 

It  i«*  ny  oont«jnti;-:»  that  ur.JUcs  s  o;  .:-  ur dis- 
puted nsw  sTldsnos  appears  to  support  ths  theory  that 
ths  so-called  fimt  ctraf*  w?-s  Lincoln's  reading  oopy, 
prafara'oly  trldSMS  from  Lincoln's  own  rsn§  we  should 
'■  .)!■..(  n  ti  .  :<i->.     at.  you  know,  ths  Lincoln  1  -tfcsr 

that  |#IHSaai94  the  |  resant  Illinois  Stats  Historic  1 
Library  r«unubo  ript  on  ita  way  to  Edward  Svaratt  in  ths 
< nly  axisting  3X] ression  by  tha  President  concerning 
ths  first  thrae  manuscripts.    And  I  Might  add  that  many 
persons  fin:  my  intsrprst a tirn  of  this  lettar  as  bsing 
convincing  evi'ianca  that  this  jnanuaoript  was  indeed 
LlnoolnU  reading  copy. 


¥r.  Hll|M| 
Pa&©  #3. 

I  will  concede  that  you  ara  justified  in  dis- 
agreeing with  that  part  of  my  fourth  question  in  which 
I  indicated  that  the  address  ^e  reaorrfad  by  responsibla 
persons  at  the  ftettyaburg  scene  was  "completely  differ- 
ent" from  the  so-called  first  draft.    I  should  have  said: 
"completely  different  in  certain  important  respects". 

tour  iniTsrencs  that  dir  conflict  of  opinions 
is  of  little  moment  to  others  oan  hardly  be  correct.  I 
am  certain  that  the  Illinois  Stat©  Historical  Library* 
for  one,  f^ela  other*!**©,  ana  that  it  would  be  gratified 

to  have  itc  Manuscript  of  th©  flsttyucurfc  Auaresa  accorded 
V  .  -f\ill  distinction  it.  <U'nar*es. 

Or  pins  of  your  latter  to       are  bfting  sent  to 
Mr.  Luhrs,  Dr.       itri  ry  an    '  r.  fa?,  ton,  together  with 

Of)  Jss  mi  this  letter  to  you,  and  any  comments  you  or 
they  would  ear©  to  make  will  be  recwivs  \  with  int&rebt. 

I  hop*  that  W§  »  ill  hare  the  opportunity  to 
talk  sMi  mutter  over  pernonally  in  the  near  future,  a© 

you  ©HfC©»t« 

■ 

.^Sraa.r&ly  y<A\rti , 


/ 


(GO?T) 


fXiiaoia  *l  ts>  Hi^torioal  kibraffi 

T,^t  nr.i    4   *.U»     l<  •<.., 

§prtBtgfiai«j  lilinoia, 

?Mm  .\*ttar  *'*U  oowpXata  ****  raoant  oorrii- 
pOAdana*  X  fc-.*a  >•  i      MPllktlfMlXf  *ith  "*\  MaaMftj  oorieja 
<    *y  l*tt*r«  hnving  baan  aant.  It  you,  Mr,  Luhrn  *ina 
Or.  mHurtryi  in  th*  iifcj^t  of  tflt  raiding  o*ry  if 
Atirit—  fctA*«lll*a  MlftflW  .Wraao. 

In  Ti***  of  th©  fftit  thnt  I  fcMPt  not  ha*r  t 
frcra  you,         Itfhra  •*        frifcurtry  *urin$  thir>  Period, 
t  h%y*  no  idaa  what  ynur  rs^otionu  »«y  be.    T  hop  ft  that 
nona  ol  you  tMr*  fha%  I  *****  bawi  o-r^ylrr.  on  •>  f-*ui 
lift  *t  iaarsa,   TMa  i  si  iff  tut  %•  If  not  tni 

Actu-Uy,  I  r*ttpaot         tMr*  v        M^hXy  a*  Mr,  ?4a»rnaf 

but  Jt  Va  baaa  neo?»««ij^ry  ftf  w*t  In  ntt«nptlP|  to  Ofoai 
a  p-Hnt,  to  kfto*  Ma  baliafa  oonoarnins  tho  latoff  ff  of 
l-.rp^  ftPil  Iflaftf    111  t  •*"  •   '  ■  •  t  ran.  ny  axpaotad 

tv»>*t  1  v.       fti'   o  '■'  A     i.  '.u.'  in*  w.tVm. 

Stat?  RUtoriiaX  Library  o  n  nor.  In      3  .:oort  faith, 
pfMtnt  ita  namweiip*  tu»  Lincoln1*  rrr-iding  oopy  of  lit 
tattyaburj;  A  '  'raaa,    4ft  fou  knoir#  I  on  *Xro  In  tha  nrt 
buuinoatt  whara  it  ia  om taaary  to  aooapt  *n  artist1 a 
painting  w  origin  1  on  ju»t  i»'or  «,rid*tv:»*  a*  nrpiiaa 
to  tv;i»  Illinois  itata  Siotorlo.-.l  Library  atmuioidpt. 
In  othar  wonUi,  if  Vn^n  n  thTrtiortad 

v«raloii;»   -  '   v  ;^rtdin  painting*  nona  tf  *Moh  vcmM 
oj-yiir^riiy      incwn  to  b,»  tha  origin  A,  a  i»u*r  from 
Vi  ^    r*i. ^  itt4ic  tin4  th  t  ^  ftf  ItMf  aitttinc 
idantSfiad  b/  ae:     .Ii»t34nguiahing  faatiira*  Mi  th* 
firat  ona  »x«iout»d  oy  hia#  v«oiM  bd  au/fioi9nt  jvilanoa 
||  MtaJiliili  tha  paiitiai  in  .amotion  *a  thj  orit*^X« 
01  Uvu;r^.  '  ;*ru  oouid  ba  a  rough  ukstoh  ajaong  th**a 
I'iTa  painting*  in  wMoh  iaM  t)»*f  van  Id  bo  daaoribad 
aat  (i)  Bough  uk!»toh;  (-)  Origin  all  (*)  ?irat  raplio«| 
{  T)  .  .aon    it*  xUi^i  (ij  Thini  rar-lio  . 

I  tun  i*a*  M  dootl  ra-Mton  ^hy  tha  XXiinoia 


■Tf  •  Hon, 

» ig9  #a« 

St;  t»  HltttoriOHl  Wbrsry  m  nunsrlpt  cannot  no*  b» 
dl*pltiyft&  with  rf»vro     tions  af  tn»  Edward  S*ftr»tt 
latter  to  Abpf  h,*  Lincoln,  and  %ho  I4nooln  r*f  ly  If 
ffftrett,  en  »ith»r  ©id**  of  ft  auction  euoh  -*t  •B?i»*d 

vj  r.n  t*v  <v -11.1,2'.        ;  ma  to  it  i«  b»ll9**l 
tM»  MMMllpt  «f  AbP*hnr<  fc|H»§l>*g  mldrftftn  M 
§ftt%yiilmr&  on  liVtrt^r  lt4  IMI  !•  th»  rm»  ho  bill 
Ms  *  n.l,  -n-i  r-fnrrr:*  t/>,  ;"M1*   ^li^rine  M* 

I  fcop*  tn»t  I  en.  11  ^  »fi  HH  nlo.-umro  of 
v?  rin-r  fro*  yru    t  *>r>ur  aonv&nliinao. 


^Ir.c  mljr  ?our«, 


Mr.  Ut*ar». 
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2531  P  STREET.  N  W 
WASHINGTON  7.  D  C 

Phone  483-6420 


April  32,  1971. 


Or.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry, 

c/o  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

The  April  LINCOLN  LORE  has  arrif3d, 
and  I,  too,  am  gratified  to  know  how  strongly 
present  day  school  children  feel  about  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  the  Gettysburg  Address.    Perhaps  the 
future  of  the  United  States  is  not  so  bleak  after 
alii 

If  you  would  care  to  do  so,  I  would 
surest  that  you  insert  the  enclosed  material  in 
the  copy  of  my  brochure  "The  Evolution  of  the 
Gettysburg  Address,"  which  I  sent  to  you  several 
months  ago.    While  not  directly  connected  with 
the  Gettysburg  Address,  this  additional  material 
was  required  to  verify  certain  statements  I  had 
made  in  my  report  -  or  at  least  had  suggested  in 
it.    While  I  am  pleased  to  feel  that  I  hare  been 
able  to  sol-re  a  vary  difficult  problem,  I  wish 
to  make  it  clear  that  I  am  not  happy  with  having 
to  point  an  accusing  finger  at  one  prominent 
person  during  the  process. 

I  hare  heard  that  you  were  quite  ill 
the  early  part  of  this  year,    I  hope  that  you 
have  entirely  recovered. 


Sincerely  yours, 


? .S.  LINCOLN  LORE  is  always  welcome 
Thank  you  for  sending  it  to  me. 


RARE  BOOKS 


PAINTINGS 
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er  loattnott 

2531  P  STREET.  N  W 
WASHINGTON  7.  D  C 

Phone  483  6420 


March  34,  1971. 


Dr.  L,  Quiney  Mumford, 
Librarian  of  Congress, 
The  Library  of  Congress, 
Washington,  D.C.  30540, 

Rear  Dr.  Mumford: 

This  letter  has  only  an  indirect,  but  Tery 
important,  connection  with  Abraham  Lincoln's  Gettysburg 
Address,  so  I  trust  that  you  will  read  it  despite  what 
you  hare  stat sd  in  the  past. 

For  several  years  I  hare  been  somewhat 
suspicious  of  the  origin  of  the  manuscript  of  Lincoln's 
Farewell  Address  at  Springfield,  Illinois*  (February  11, 
1861)  which,  as  I  believe  you  are  aware,  is  on  display 
in  a  case  with  the  so-called  First  Draft  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address,  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

One  can  find  a  description  of  the  Farewell 
Address  manuscript  in  the  December,  1887  issue  of  the 
Century  Illustrated  Monthly  Magazine,  which  strikes  a 
familiar  note  when  compared  with  that  in  the  February, 
1854  issue  of  the  same  publication,  where  the  so-called 
First  Draft  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  is  also  discussed 
by  John  G,  Nicolay,  one  of  Lincoln's  private  secretaries, 
and  is  reproduced  in  facsimile.    Curiously,  we  are 
advised  in  each  article  that  the  correct  wording  is 
presented  for  the  first  time! 

tJo. return  to  the  Farewell  Address.    In  view 
of  the  fact /tnit manuscript  was  apparently  on  temporary 
loan  to  Nicolay,  by  Lincoln's  son,  Fobert,  its  contents 
were  printed,  rathsr  than  being  reproduced  in  facsimile. 
?'e  are  informed,  and  its  appearance  verifies  the  fact, 
that  the  future  President  wrote  only  part  of  it,  and 
hie  secretary  the  remainder.     In  a  foot-note  to  the 
Century  Magazine  article,  it  is  described  thus:  "This 
address  is  here  correctly  printed  for  the  first  time, 
from  the  original  manuscript,  having  been  written  down 
immediately  after  the  train  started,  partly  by  Mr. 
Lincoln's  own  hand  and  partly  by  that  of  his  private 
secretary  from  his      .  dictation," 


Dr.  Mumford, 
Pate  #3. 

Without  question,  the  Linooln-Nicolay 
Farewell  Address  manuscript  was  jotted  down  under  most 
difficult  circumstances,  but  why  on  the  train  after 
the  Address  was  delirered7    Apparently  Nioolay  did  not 
request  it  for  himself,  or  it  would  not  hate  turned 
up  later  in  the  Lincoln  family  papers.     And  certainly 
the  President-elect  had  no  reason  to  to  to  so  much 
trouble,  during  a  period  of  treat  stress  and  strain, 
merely  to  keep  for  himself  a  record  of  a  rather  routine 
speech,  which  it  was  at  that  time. 

It  is  my  belief  that  this  manuscript,  in 
pencil,  was  written  first  by  Lincoln,  then  by  Nicolay, 
again  by  Lincoln,  and  finally  conoluded  by  Nioolay, 
during  the  time  the  two  were  hating  a  rough  ride 
together  in  a  carriage  on  the  way  to  the  railroad 
station  in  Springfield,  on  February  11,  1861.  Although 
the  secretary  states  further  in  the  Century  Magazine 
article  that  the  family  of  the  President-elect  "made 
the  whole  journey, ■  more  recent  research  discloses  that 
Mrs.  Lincoln  did  not  join  her  husband  until  the  following 
morning,  in  Indianapolis.     It  seems  probable  that 
Nicolay  conveniently  forgot  that  Mrs.  Lincoln  had  not 
accompanied  her  husband  to  the  station  on  that  particular 
day  so  future  readers  of  hi  s  /  Start  eta  en  t  would  accept  it 
as  the  only  possible  explanation  for  the  garbled  writing, 
under  the  circumstances.    Unboubtedly  the  truth  of  the 
matter  ie  that  Abraham  Lincoln  was  prepared  to  refer  to 
the  manuscript  when  it  became  time  for  him  to  speak,  but, 
due  tfc  the  fact  that  the  piece  of  paper  in  his  hand 
contained  words  that  were  almost  unreadable,  he  was 
unable  to  do  so. 

All  of  which  finally  leads  up  to  the 
Address  itself  -  as  written  jointly  by  Lincoln  and 
Nioolay,  and  as  printed  twenty-six  years  later  in  the 
Century  Magazine.    After  careful  study,  I  ha*f J^nd 
the  following  important  differences  between  Nicolay  ft 
printed  rersion  and  the  original  manusoript: 

(1)  At  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  line 
in  the  Century  Magazine  printed 
rersion  the  reading  is:  "Here  I 
hare  lired...        which  agreeu  with 
contemporary  printed  versions  of 
the  Address.    Howerer,  my  own  close 
examination  of  the  manuscript 
discloses  that  the  word  Lincoln 
actually  wrote  was  "been"  -  not 
"lired.  ■ 

(3)  The  second  word  on  the  tenth  line 
in  the  printed  rersion  in  the 
Century  Marine  is  "who;"  in  the 
manuscript  this  word  appears  on 
the  thirteenth  line,  in  the  hand 


Dr.  Muinford, 
Pate  #3, 


of  Nicolay,  having  been  substituted 
by  Nioolay  for  the  original  word 
"which,"  as  taken  down  directly 
from  Lincoln1 &  dictation.  However, 
the  word  "which"  has  been  heavily 
crossed  through,  probably  several 
times,  but  it  is  still  risible. 

I  must  admit  to  hating  strong  feelings 
that  Lincoln1 s  secretary  purposely  transcribed  the  word 
"been"  in  the  manuscript  as  "lived,"  while  preparing  his 
printed  version,  and  that  he  crossed  out  the  word  "which" 
in  the  manuscript  itself,  inserting  "who"  in  its  place, 
with  riew  of  making  his  Century  Magazine  version,  in 
these  two  areas,  a^ree  with  contemporary  printings  of 
the  Address, 

Other  important  points  must  be  brought  up 
as  well.    It  ie  generally  conceded  that  the  last  few 
lines  of  the  Farewell  Address  manuscript  are  in  the 
hand  of  Nicolay,    Now,  it  is  quite  easy  to  see  that  in 
several  instances  the  letter  "a"  is  begun  with  a  short 
downward  stroke  of  the  pencil  before  the  main  part  of 
the  letter  itself  is  formed,  which  happens  to  b©  Nicolay'  a 
usual  custom.     And,  as  you  are  aware,  this  same  pecular 
mannerism  is  also  to  be  found  in  the  letter  "c"  in  the 
substituted  words,  also  in  pencil,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
first  page  of  the  so-called  First  Draft  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address,  but  which  Nicolay,  in  his  1894  Century  Magazine 
article,  refers  to  as  being  in  Lincoln's  hand! 

At  this  point  I  suggest  that,  under  the 
circumstances,  a  clear  copy  of  the  first  page  of  t he- 
so-called  First  Draft  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  (showing 
the  disputed  writing  in  pencil  in  the  lower  right  oomer 
of  that  page)  be  placed  next  to  the  original  manuscript 
of  the  Farewell  Address  so  the  Nicolay-type  "c"  in  each 
address  may  easily  be  examined  by  any  interested  person 
visiting  the  Library  of  Congress, 

In  the  final  analysis,  it  is  not  too  late 
to  at  least  repair  the  known  damage  that  John  G.  Nicolay 
has  done.    But  unfortunately  for  him,  his  once  fine  image 
has  already  been  badly  tarnished,  and  it  can  never  again, 
in  my  opinion,  be  brought  back  to  its  original  state. 

Sincerely  yours, 

— Y    cy—r^-t-   *> — * 

P.S.  I  have  no  desire  to  delve  further  into 
Library  of  Congress  manuscripts. 
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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN:  A  HISTORY* 


LINCOLN'S  INAUGURATION. 


BY  JOHN  G.  NICOLAY  AND  JOHN  HAY,  PRIVATE  SECRETARIES  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 


SPRINGFIELD  TO  WASHINGTON. 

S  the  date  of  inauguration  ap- 
proached, formal  invitations, 
without  party  distinction,  came 
from  the  legislatures  of  Indiana, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  and  Massachusetts, 
tendering  Mr.  Lincoln  the  hospitalities  of  those 
States  and  their  people,  and  inviting  him  to 
visit  their  capitals  on  his  journey  to  Washing- 
ton. Similar  invitations  also  came  to  him  from 
the  municipal  authorities  of  many  cities  and 
towns  on  the  route,  and  railroads  tendered  him 
special  trains  for  the  use  of  himself  and  family. 
Mr.  Lincoln  had  no  fondness  for  public  display, 
but  in  his  long  political  career  he  had  learned 
the  importance  of  personal  confidence  and 
live  sympathy  between  representatives  and 
constituents,  leaders  and  people.  About  to  as- 
sume unusual  duties  in  •  xtraordinary  times,  he 
doubtless  felt  that  it  would  not  only  be  a  gra- 
cious act  to  accept,  so  far  as  he  could,  these 
invitations,  in  which  all  parties  had  freely 
joined,  but  that  both  people  and  executive 
would  be  strengthened  in  their  faith  and  pa- 
triotism by  a  closer  acquaintance,  even  of  so 
brief  and  ceremonial  a  character.  Accordingly 
he  answered  the  governors  and  committees 
that  he  would  visit  the  cities  of  Indianapolis, 
Columbus,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Pittsburg, 
Buffalo,  Albany,  New  York,  Trenton,  Phila- 
delphia, and  Harrisburg,  while  to  the  governor 
of  Massachusetts  he  replied  that  the  want  of 
time  alone  constrained  him  to  omit  that  State 
from  his  route  of  travel. 

Monday,  the  nth  day  of  February,  was  fixed 
as  the  time  of  departure,  and  a  programme 
and  schedule  of  special  trains  from  point  to 
point  were  arranged,  extending  to  Saturday, 
the  23d,  the  time  of  arrival  in  Washington. 
Early  Monday  morning  (the  nth)  found  Mr. 

*  The  presidential  party  which  made  the  whole  jour- 
ney consisted  of  the  following  persons:  Mr.  Lincoln, 
Mrs.  Lincoln,  their  three  sons,  Robert  T.,  William,  and 
Thomas,  Lockwood  Todd,  Doctor  VV.  S.  Wallace,  John 
G.  Nicolay,  John  Hay,  Hon.  N.  B.  Judd,  Hon.  David 
Davis,  Colonel  E.  V.  Sumner,  Major  David  Hunter, 
Captain  George  YV.  Hazard, Captain  John  Pope, Colonel 
Ward  H.  Lamon,  Colonel  E.  E.  Ellsw  orth,  f.  M.  Bur- 
gess, George  C.  Latham,  W.  S.  Wood,  and  B.  Eorbes. 


Lincoln,  his  family,  and  suite  at  the  rather 
dingy  little  railroad  station  in  Springfield,  with 
a  throng  of  at  least  a  thousand  of  his  Spring- 
field neighbors  who  had  come  to  bid  him  good- 
bye. It  was  a  cloudy,  stormy  morning,  which 
served  to  add  gloom  and  depression  to  the 
spirits.  The  leave-taking  became  a  scene  of 
subdued  anxiety,  almost  of  solemnity.  Mr.  Lin- 
coln took  a  position  in  the  waiting-room,  where 
his  friends  filed  past  him,  often  merely  pressing 
his  hand  in  silent  emotion. 

The  half-finished  ceremony  was  broken  in 
upon  by  the  ringing  bells  and  the  rushing  train. 
The  crowd  closed  about  the  railroad  car  into 
which  the  President-elect  and  his  party  *  made 
their  way.  Then  came  the  central  incident 
of  the  morning.  Once  more  the  bell  gave 
notice  of  starting;  but  as  the  conductor  paused 
with  his  hand  lifted  to  the  bell-rope,  Mr. 
Lincoln  appeared  on  the  platform  of  the  car, 
and  raised  his  hand  to  command  attention. 
The  bystanders  bared  their  heads  to  the  fall- 
ing snow-flakes,  and  standing  thus,  his  neigh- 
bors heard  his  voice  for  the  last  time,  in  the 
city  of  his  home,  in  a  farewell  address  t  so 
chaste  and  pathetic,  that  it  reads  as  if  he  al- 
ready felt  the  tragic  shadow  of  forecasting 
fate  : 


"  My  friends  :  no  one,  not  in  my  situation,  can  appre- 
ciate my  feeling  of  sadness  at  this  parting.  To  this  place, 
and  the  kindness  of  these  people,  I  owe  everything. 
Here  I  have  lived  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  have 
passed  from  a  young  to  an  old  man.  Here  my  children 
have  been  born,  and  one  is  buried.  I  now  leave,  not 
knowing  when  or  whether  ever  I  may  return,  with  a 
task  before  me'  greater  than  that  which  rested  upon 
Washington.  Without  the  assistance  of  that  Divine 
Being  who  ever  attended  him,  I  cannot  succeed.  With 
that  assistance,  I  cannot  fail.  Trusting  in  Him,  who 
can  go  with  me,  and  remain  with  you,  and  be  every- 
where for  good,  let  us  confidently  hope  that  all  will 
yet  be  well.  To  His  care  commending  you,  as  I  hope 
in  your  prayers  you  will  commend  me,  I  bid  you  an 
affectionate  farewell." 


Besides  these  a  considerable  number  of  other  personal 
friends  and  dignitaries  accompanied  the  President  from 
Springfield  to  Indianapolis, and  some  of  them  to  placc-a 
farther  on  the  route. 

tThis  address  is  here  correctly  printed  for  the  first 
time,  from  the  original  manuscript,  having  been  written 
down  immediately  after  the  train  started,  partly  by  Mr. 
Lincoln's  own  hand  and  partly  by  that  of  his  private 
secretary  from  his  dictation. 


*  Copyright  by  J.  G.  Nicolay  and  John  Hay,  18S6-7.    All  rights  reserved. 
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2531  P  STREET.  N  W 
WASHINGTON  7.  D  C 


Phone  483-6^ 20 


July  13,  1S71 


Dr.  L»  Cuincy  Mumford,  ' 
Librarian  of  Congress, 
The  Library  of  Congress, 
Washington,  D.C.  30540. 

Dear  Dr.  Mumford: 

This  is  to  advise  you  that  after 
twenty-five  years  in  my  own  business  -  seven  in 
Milwaukee  and  eighteen  in  Washington  «  I  shall 
discontinue  the  same  at  fire  o'clock  Saturday 
afternoon,  July  17,  1971,  and  retire  to  Chesterfield 
Bounty,  Virginia  on  or  about  August  15th. 

I  must  confess  that  I  am  still 
quite  disturbed  that  you  and  some  members  of  your 
staff  (past  and  present)  have  consistently  refused 
to  accept,  or  even  seriously  consider,  my  documented 
conclusions  concerning;  the  early  manuscripts  of 
Abraham  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address,  particularly 
that  portion  which  analyzes,  and  correctly  describes 
for  the  first  time?,  the  *  fraudulent  make-up  of  the 
so-called  First  Draft  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

As  has  been  stated  recently  in 
connection  with  the  Pentagon  Papers,  it  is  the 
people's  ri^ht  to  know  the  facts  about  certain 
controversial  Government  documents,  unless  the 
disclosure  of  such  information  affects  the  National 
Security.     The  Various  drafts  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address  contain  no  secrets,  other  than  the  deception 
mentioned  in  the  paragraph  above. 

So  the  time  has  come  for  your 
institution  to  make  a  public  announcement  with 
respect  to  this  situation,  and  to  take  the  necessary 
stepo  to  immediately  correct  any  existing  Library 
of  Congress  publication  which  is  known  to  be  in 
error  in  its'  description  of  the  Gettysburg  Address 
manuscripts . 

Tours  very  truly, 

P.S.    After  August  15th  ray  mailing 
address  will  be:  "5901  Old  Qua  Road  West,  Midlothian, 
Virginia  25.113." 

*  "The  Rrolution  of  the  Gettysburg 
Address,"  by  Foster  Cannon, 


